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Opening Convocation 2006 –

RIC still evolving, expanding, improving – even as spending tightens
ing it the College’s fourth professional school, along with those
for social work, management, and
education.
Jane Williams, professor of
nursing and department chair, was
named interim dean. In conjunction with the new school, a new
master of science in nursing degree program will be added beginning in the fall of 2007. Also, the
baccalaureate degree will now be
conferred as a bachelor of science
in nursing.
The American Democracy Project (A.D.P.), which has gained
national attention for RIC, will
feature two initiatives this fall. The
project, begun at RIC three years

BY

Rob Martin
Managing Editor

Budget constraints won’t stop
Rhode Island College from moving forward with new initiatives,
continued construction and a
fresh effort to foster an atmosphere that will attract even
greater numbers of students.
At Opening Convocation on Aug.
30, RIC President John Nazarian
updated the faculty and staff on the
latest happenings as the College begins its 153rd academic year.
Among major developments,
Nazarian announced that, effective
immediately, the Dept. of Nursing
is now the School of Nursing, mak-

WELCOME BACK: RIC President John Nazarian speaks to faculty, staff and administrators at the Aug. 30 Opening Convocation in Donovan Dining Center.

Continued on p 15

RIC installs original gates of the State Home at Rep. Kennedy
entrance that once led to the state’s orphanage announces
BY

T

Jane Fusco
Editor

he same wrought iron gates
that once led hundreds of
displaced children through
a wooded path to the doors of the
State Home and School for Chil-

dren in Providence – the grounds
of which are now Rhode Island
College’s east campus – were restored and re-installed in a dedication ceremony at the original site on
Aug. 31.
The gates, first installed in 1887,
were in grave disrepair when the
land of the former orphanage was
turned over to RIC in 1992. The

UNVEILING: Restored wrought-iron gates that were the entrance to the former State
Home and School on the RIC campus are unveiled at a ceremony on Aug. 31. From left
are Rhode Island Lt. Gov. Charles Fogarty, Arthur Grover of Aardvark Antiques, RIC
President John Nazarian, and Patricia Nolin, special assistant to the president.

gateway was the only entrance to
the State Home until the College
moved next to the orphanage on
Mt. Pleasant Avenue in 1958 and
College Road became the main passage route.
Arthur Grover, proprietor of
Aardvark Antiques in Newport,
replicated the original moldings for
the missing finials and rosettes on
the gates. Such ornamentation was
prominent in the late 1800s when
the State Home was founded.
“Those gates became a part of my
life. Having them back there is a
reminder to everyone that we really
haven’t been forgotten,” said Bob
Allaire, who was sent to the State
Home in 1949 when he was six
years old.
The refurbished gates are the first
completed phase of renovation for
RIC’s State Home and School Project that began in 2001 after officials
from the Department of Children,
Youth and Families (DCYF) contacted College administrators when
it was learned that the east campus
was the former site of the orphan-

Continued on p 3

Project FLIP
Project FLIP is a new program
at RIC to help minority students
improve their English language
reading and writing as well as
their math skills.
Congressman Patrick J. Kennedy
officially announced Project FLIP
at Rhode Island College, a program
that will give
minority students English
language proficiency and
math skills,
at a press
conference in
the Kauffman
Center on
Aug. 21.
Project
REP. PATRICK
FLIP (FiKENNEDY
nancial and
Functional Literacy Incentive Program) was developed to improve
English language reading, writ-

Continued on p 5
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WN Quotes…
“The classroom isn’t just about
teaching, it’s also about learning,
not only from professors but also
from each other.” – Mark Motte, RIC
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assistant vice president of academic
affairs, discussing the College’s new
evening degree program. [P 9]

The 1956 Hungarian Revolution
was one of the most significant
events that took place within the
Soviet sphere during the Cold War
and this year marks the 50th anniversary of the event. Imre Nagy,
prime minister during the Revolution, was arrested in the wake of
the Soviet intervention that crushed
the Revolution, and was executed
almost two years later.
It was his funeral in 1989 that
provided a moral ending to the
communist regime and provided
legitimacy for the multi-party state
established in October of that year.
Interestingly, Nagy remained a
communist throughout his life not
particularly interested in establishing the procedural republic longed
for in 1956. He only gradually
joined with the demands of the
Revolution and in the end it was his
refusal to step down as prime minister that cost him his life. Cold War
propaganda often replicated in histories of the period distorted Nagy’s
story, as do the many fictional interpretations that have emerged since
the establishment of the Republic
in 1989, assuring a debate over the
history and memory of Nagy, the
Revolution, and Hungary’s tumultuous 20th-century history. It is this
battle over history and memory that
caught my attention in 1992 and
has been the principal focus of my
studies since then.
My students too find Nagy a
compelling character to be examined in the context of the Cold War
and post-1989 world order. Like
the Vietnamese national communist
Ho Chi Minh, Nagy provided a

“I did theatre (at RIC) and I caught the
acting bug.” – Jason Anthony ’99 M ‘05,
RIC assistant director of admissions, who is
also an actor and owns a video production
company. [P 3]

“Don’t ever confuse wealth or fame
with character, and don’t tolerate or
condone moral corruption whether
it’s found in high or low places,
whatever its color or class.” – Marian
Wright Edelman, founder and president
of the Children’s Defense Fund, in her
undergraduate commencement address at
RIC in May. [P 12]

This regular feature of What’s News looks at the links between the
world and Rhode Island College. The story below was written by Karl
P. Benziger, an associate professor of history and secondary education, who is on sabbatical leave this fall in Hungary, working on a book
about the career of Imre Nagy.

challenge to the construct of world
order offered by either the Soviet
or American imperium. How can
knowledge of local institutions enhance the conduct of American foreign policy? The bi-polar construct
of power clearly ignored the legitimacy held by both figures. In order
to pacify the population after the
Revolution, the Soviets were forced
to accept compromises in Hungary
not duplicated elsewhere within
their sphere. Further, the brutal suppression of the Revolution made lie
of the peace offensive proposed by
the Soviets after Stalin’s death.
Likewise, the bellicosity of
United States Cold War rhetoric that
had encouraged insurrection behind
the iron curtain was temporarily
rendered impotent in the wake of an
official policy of non-interference
within this part of the Soviet sphere.
Nagy was more useful to the United
States in death, where he could forward American foreign policy interests as the tragic reminder of the
thwarted hopes of peoples trapped
behind the Iron Curtain.
Finally, Nagy provides a very human story of transformation. Nagy
gave his life for his countrymen
only after real debate with his federates and himself. Nagy’s status as
a martyr of the Revolution assures
him a continuing life after death
with real consequences in the realm
of contemporary politics. Including stories of historical figures like
Nagy provide a personal component
to the study of the Cold War and
foreign policy making in general.
Are there lessons to be learned
from this story? Perhaps so, as the

story, or stories, of Nagy at once reviews the past and provides insight
as to its influence in contemporary
politics in regard to its legitimizing
effect. The concept of the modern state exuded by either of the
superpowers during the Cold War
was ultimately conditioned by the
distinct institutions and politics that
inform Hungarian society, a lesson
that might be applied to contemporary efforts at state shaping and nation building.
I began my current study this
year with the commemoration of
Imre Nagy on the anniversary of his
death. And though there is a real attempt to display national solidarity
in the course of the various commemorations that will culminate on
Oct. 23, the day the Revolution began, factional commemoration and
the contested interpretations of the
Revolution remain a very real part
of the political landscape.
It remains to be seen how the
politics of commemorations will
factor into the political season this
fall. Hungary faces a desperate budget shortfall and an austerity budget
that includes significant cuts to education and health care has dominated the news throughout the summer.
On the other hand, 1956 provides
one of the few heroic moments in a
20th-century history punctuated by
the disaster of World War I, alliance
with the Axis powers, and genocide.
The First Act of Parliament, 1990,
declared the Revolution to be a
war of independence and few here
would deny this moment and its significance in the establishment of the
sovereign state.
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In Memoriam —

Raquel Shapiro, professor at HBS for 33 years
Raquel Shapiro ’60, of Providence, a
professor at the Henry Barnard School
until her recent retirement, died on June
19.
Shapiro, a native of Cuba, began her
career at the College in 1973 when
she became an associate professor at
HBS. Previously, she held positions as
counselor, teacher, and principal in the
Providence School Dept. from 19601973.
Shapiro received her bachelor’s in
education, as well as her master’s and
certificate of advanced graduate stud-

ies from RIC, and
her doctorate
from Boston University.
During her
career, Shapiro
worked to improve the education of children
in the classroom.
RAQUEL SHAPIRO She was a school
psychologist and
published numerous articles offering insights into effective teaching methods.

For 33 years, Shapiro worked at
HBS, where she touched the lives of
many students, including teachers who
trained at the school.
Shapiro is survived by her son, Ronald Shapiro, with whom she published
articles and worked alongside, and her
brother, Sal Rebe, of El Paso, Texas.

The next issue of
What’s News
will be Oct. 9, 2006

Donations in Shapiro’s memory can
be made to the Dr. Raquel Shapiro
Scholarship Fund at either Temple Beth
El, 70 Orchard Avenue, Providence, or
at the College.

Story ideas are welcome.
Call 401-456-8090
or email rmartin@ric.edu.
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Jason Anthony — RIC’s Next Big Thing?
BY

Katharine Ricci ’07
Staff Writer

J

ason Anthony ’99, M’05
could very well be RIC’s
next big film star. With movies such as Underdog and The
Education of Charlie Banks and the
television show Waterfront to his
credit, a RIC television commercial
under his belt, and his own thriving
production company, this Rhode
Island College graduate and employee has a chance to make it big.
“I did theatre here and I caught
the acting bug,” Anthony said.
But he isn’t positive where this
bug is leading him.
For the time being, Anthony is
assistant director of admissions for
the College. Getting to where he is
now wasn’t easy. After graduating
from RIC with a double major in
psychology and theatre, Anthony,
then 23, took a year out to audition
for film. In Boston and New York
he tried to break into commericials
and soap operas such as Days of
Our Lives and Passions. In Rhode
Island he auditioned for the movies
Meet Joe Black and Amistad, which
were filmed in state.
Casting agents praised Anthony
after the auditions, but he never received the call he was waiting for.
He pushed his feelings aside and
got what he dubs a “real world” job
at the College as an admissions officer.
“There were a lot of false hopes,”
he said.
Five years later, Jane Fusco, director of news and public relations,
needed an actor for a commercial
the College was filming in conjunction with Cox Communications.
She knew Anthony had a background in the performing arts and
had a contagious smile.
“I knew I wanted him in it,” she
said.
Anthony said, “I didn’t see [the
commercial] for two months, but I
got calls from people who I haven’t
seen in five or 10 years just to say
‘Hey! I saw you on TV!’”
Those comments were enough
to inspire Anthony to get back into
the acting game. And his timing

couldn’t have been better: Providence’s film culture was booming.
Providence is one of only four
cities in North America that offer
tax break incentives to movie and
television productions filmed within their limits (New York City, Los
Angeles and Ontario are the other
three). The movies Underdog, The
Education of Charlie Banks and
television shows The Brotherhood
and Waterfront have all either been
filmed in the state over the last
six months or will continue to be
filmed in Providence. And they all
have or will have Anthony’s name
in the credits.
After filming the commercial,
Anthony started looking for casting calls. He saw one for Underdog, but decided against it and
auditioned for a commercial instead. He never got a call back on
the commercial, but the call he did
receive was even better.
The commercial casting agent
offered Anthony a small role
in Underdog as a secret service
agent.
The next week, he got a call to
play a college basketball player in
the Education of Charlie Banks, a
film being directed by Fred Durst,
the former front man for the rock
band Limp Bizkit.
The following week he got yet
another call for an overnight shoot
as an extra in an MTV movie
called Normal Adolescent Behavior.
Late in August, Anthony was
cast as a councilman in the new
CBS show Waterfront. It was a
small role, but he was able to interact briefly with the show’s star,
Joe Pantoliano (The Sopranos,
The Matrix).
“I did nothing for five years, and
here I am doing very small stuff
– but three movies in one month, I
couldn’t believe it,” he said.
Energized by his recent success,
Anthony can’t help but feel pulled
in different directions.
“First day I did Underdog I got
called for two days, and I thought
that was going to be it,” he said. “I
was lying in bed and I was going
out of my mind. I was like, I have
to pursue this. Why am I not taking a chance?”

age.
MemGates
bers of
Continued from p 1
RIC’s
faculty
and staff, along with members of DCYF and
other community leaders, formed the State
Home Committee and have researched the State
Home’s history, preserving and documenting its
records. The committee has also reconnected
with dozens of former residents to tell their stories of the time they spent as wards of the state.
For many, the State Home was the only childhood home that they ever knew.
“Gates signify closure, either to close you in
or lock you out. The newly gated enclosure ensures my memory of the past that I can now walk
through the gates with pride, dignity and respect
for the person I have become,” said Lorraine
Burns, a former resident of the State Home from
1956 to1963.
A yellow cottage, once a dormitory and the last

IN CHARACTER: Jason Anthony, as Jack Jerome in a 1998 RIC production of Brighton Beach Memoirs, has a headlock on his fellow actor, Eric Greenlund ’00.
Anthony loves acting, but to him
it’s not all about getting the role.
“I was excited [when I got the
role in Underdog] but I don’t think
you should get too high or too
low,” he said. “You never know
what that role is going to be. I get
more excited and pump my fists
after I do a shoot.”
One day on the set, Anthony got
to fill in for the voice of Underdog, normally voiced by Jason Lee
from My Name is Earl, who was
sick.
“I was notified at the last second. They knew I had a theatre
background and I could read,” said
Anthony, who considers this as his
potential big break. “The director
called me by name. I got to show
him what I could do.”
Besides being a secret service
agent and filling in for Underdog,
Anthony also posed as a member
of the press and drove his own car
in the movie.
With this start, Anthony hopes to
get some leading comedic roles in
the future.
“I consider myself a Jim Carrey, an Adam Sandler,” he said.
“I’m more in this to make people
laugh.”
Last December, five years after
he quit attending auditions, Anthony hit a wall. Anthony, who
earned his masters in media stud-

RENOVATION: Orestes Monterecy, RIC asst. vice president for administration (left), and RIC President John
Nazarian stand in front of the newly renovated exterior
of the former dormitory of the State Home and School.
remaining wooden structure of the State Home,
is under renovation and will serve as a resource
center for the study of child welfare. Renova-

ies from the College in 2005, said
he “felt stifled by sitting behind a
desk all day.” He felt his creative
juices were overflowing after having spent his college years on stage
and a year bouncing between auditions.
When a friend asked him to put
together a small slide show of
pictures to music for a Christmas
present, Anthony channeled all his
energy into it. The end results were
so good, other requests started
pouring in.
After a couple more projects, 23
Productions, which he named for
his favorite age, was born.
“I started off doing it for free
then I sort of looked at what is out
there,” said Anthony. “[Other companies] charge close to $175 a video and I am much more affordable,
so hopefully people will come to
me for it.”
All of Anthony’s projects have
come to him through word of
mouth. If his acting career doesn’t
pick up like he hopes it will,
Anthony says he will put more
thought into his production company and consider advertising.
For now it looks like expansion
is going to have to wait because
auditions for the next season of
The Brotherhood start in January.
And Jason Anthony will be
there.

tion of the cottage’s exterior began in April and
is near completion. Tower Construction Corp. of
Cranston was awarded the contract for the project. Estimated cost for this phase is $291,000.
Funding for the project is provided by grants
from the Rhode Island Historical Preservation &
Heritage Commission and through an appropriation secured by RI’s congressional delegation.
From its inception, the State Home was intended to care for more than just the basic needs
of its residents. Human rights advocate Elizabeth
Buffum Chace of Lincoln, challenged the beliefs
of social welfare and developed a farm school
model to remove children from the squalor of the
streets and institutions and place them in a country environment to live and attend school. Small
cottages were built to create a family living style.
Children were also given work experience, mainly farming and gardening, on the grounds.
Many of the former State Home residents attended the dedication ceremony of the newly
installed gates.
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NEWS FROM THE

Foundation and Alumni Offices
A Tribute to
Helen Ginsberg Forman ’34
in recognition of her generosity
to the College
November 4, 2006
In partnership with
The Providence Black Repertory Company
$100 per person includes
6 p.m. - Hors d'oeuvres reception
and silent auction
7:30 p.m. - Ceremony and Program
8 p.m. - YELLOWMAN performance
9:30 p.m. - Dessert reception
Sponsorships available. Proceeds benefit scholarship programs at
Rhode Island College. Call (401) 456-8105 for assistance.

It’s easy
to donate online!

Help support scholarships
and Alumni programming
by giving to the Annual Fund.

Rhode Island College
Alumni Association

Are you included in the
Legacy Walk?
Order your brick today…

The Helen Lombardi ’40
Memorial Golf Tournament

Invites you to

Donate securely at
www.ric.edu/givenow.
Questions?
Please call
401-456-8827.

CRAFT SALE

With the Lombardi family support
we have renamed the tournament
The Helen Lombardi ’40
Memorial Golf Tournament
to support the Fund
and alumni scholarships
at Rhode Island College.

Saturday, Sept. 30, 2006
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Rhode Island College Homecoming Event

Monday, September 25, 2006
Cranston Country Club

600 Mt. Pleasant Ave., Providence, RI

JEWELRY
ARTWORK
UNIQUE GIFTS

POTTERY

and more… visit www.ric.edu for more information on the day’s events

Proceeds to benefit the RICochet fund,
which provides scholarship assistance
to students in emergency situations,
and other alumni scholarships.

11:30 a.m. Box Lunch
1 p.m. Shotgun Start • 5:30 p.m. Cash Bar
6:15 p.m. Steak Dinner, Awards, Raffle
Cost: $90 per person
Call the Alumni office at 401-456-8086 to register.

WHAT’S NEWS @ Rhode Island College, Sept. 11, 2006 — Page 5

RIC makes alcohol prevention course a priority for new students
BY

Anthony Rebello ’07
Staff Writer
All first-year students at the
College were expected to complete
an online program by Sept. 4 that
promotes a safe and healthy
campus culture.
Incoming freshman David Murphy-Spiller didn’t realize he would
have completed a course before
classes began at the College on
Sept. 5. The course is AlcoholEdu,
a web-based alcohol prevention
program that uses science-based
research to inform students on
alcohol and its effects.
Developed in 2000 by Boston-based Outside the Classroom
(OTC) with a team of prevention
professionals and leading scientists,
AlcoholEdu is a response to staggering statistics gathered by the
federal government, which estimate
that 500,000 injuries,
70,000 sexual assaults,
and 159,000 first-year
students drop out of
school every year as a
result of alcohol and
other drugs.
“The national binge drinking
rate has stayed relatively steady
at about 44 percent of the student
body for the past decade of measurement,” said Mary Olenn, consultant for health services at RIC.
“The RIC rates have always been
lower than the national rates, but
even one student in trouble or nega-

tively impacting other students is
one too many,” she added.
All freshmen were expected
to complete the first part of the
course by Sept. 4, which begins
with a survey and pre-test to help
establish the students’ knowledge,
attitudes and behaviors on alcohol. The course continues with
three chapters that cover a range
of topics, including everything
from blood alcohol concentration (BAC) to alcohol’s impact on
the brain. At the end of the three
chapters is an exam and survey for
students to complete. Students are
expected to complete the survey
between Sept. 15 and Oct. 15.
Spiller was one of more than
1,300 freshmen who first learned
of the course at orientation. He
said the course reinforced what he
already knew about alcohol and its
effects, but he learned many new
facts about alcohol-related behavior, such as that drinking coffee to
help drain alcohol from a person’s
system to help get the person sober
is merely a myth.
“I remember kids
in high school who
drank a lot and now
what I would do is
ask them to reconsider
their lifestyle,” he said.
According to Erika Tower,
OTC’s director of marketing and
communications, approximately
500 college campuses nationwide
have contracted with OTC, and
overall, all have had positive responses and feedback about the
program.

ing and
speaking
Kennedy
skills,
Continued from p 1
and
provide
math and accounting skills that will ensure
financial literacy for minority and native speaking individuals. The project is a collaboration
between RIC’s outreach programs and the
Northern Rhode Island Chamber of Commerce.
The project is funded by a $148,084 federal
appropriation from the United States Small
Business Administration. Kennedy, representative from Rhode Island’s first district, secured
the appropriation through his position on the
House Appropriations Committee.
“Education is the key to opportunity,” said
Congressman Kennedy. “This is an excellent
example of what federal dollars can do to help
Rhode Islanders reach for their dreams. I’m
pleased to see that the Northern Rhode Island
Chamber of Commerce and Rhode Island College are collaborating on such a quality program
that will help support job growth in our area.”
RIC President John Nazarian added, “Education changes lives. Education opens the doors to
economic opportunity. In time, the investment
in human capital repays society many times
over. By assisting individuals in gaining employment skills so they can hold good jobs, we
enable them to aspire to all that we describe as
the American Dream.”
The northern part of the state will be the
primary target for the program because of its
heavy population of limited English speaking
people, and the lack of effective training programs in those communities.
The 50-week comprehensive English lan-

PROMOTING A SAFER CAMPUS: All incoming RIC freshmen are expected to complete
an online alcohol prevention program by the start of the fall semester.
“In fact, the surveys built into
the program tell us that 74 percent
of students who take AlcoholEdu
would recommend it to their
friends and peers,” Tower said.
An independent, third-party
evaluation of AlcoholEdu for College, undertaken by Andrew Wall,
of the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, showed that students who completed AlcoholEdu
for College experienced approximately 50 percent fewer negative
health, social, and academic consequences than students who had not
taken the course.
“The goal is not to tell students
what to think or decide about alcohol but rather to provide the information and strategies necessary
to help students make safe and

guage program includes 24 weeks of functional
and financial literacy classes for students to acquire the necessary levels of math and general
accounting skills for economic independence.
“Students will receive the skills necessary to
make informed decisions regarding the use and
management of money,” said Paul L. Ouellette,
vice president of community development for
the Northern Rhode Island Chamber of Commerce. “The financial literacy training component of the program will not only assist them in
the workplace, but at home and in the community as well.”
In the program, students will create a household budget, and learn basic banking procedures such as opening a savings and checking
account. They must also complete the requirements of the FDIC (Federal Deposit Insurance
Commission) financial literacy curriculum,
which helps low- and moderate- income adults
develop money-management skills.
In addition, students will learn to make informed decisions when choosing a bank, health
care benefits, childcare options, as well as
workplace strategies for selecting occupational
training programs or negotiating a raise.
After completing the 24-week financial program, students will have the option of joining
one of the Outreach Programs’ vocational training programs, or seek a job with assistance
from a job skills specialist, or advance in their
current employment.
Through the occupational skills component
of the program, students will train for jobs as
medical assistants, customer service representatives, bookkeepers and accountants. Internships
and job placement services are also available to
students.

healthy decisions,” Tower said.
AlcoholEdu is one of several
alcohol-prevention tools used on
campus, Olenn said. Other programs will be used throughout the
year to reinforce information and
promote discussion among students, including residential life and
athletic team discussions, bulletin
boards, health promotion strategies, and special events on campus.
“The College is demonstrating
a genuine sense of caring about
individual students and the student
body as a whole,” Olenn said. “The
intended results of this educational
action are to promote the academic
success and well-being of the individual students and create a more
vibrant and safe campus community,” she added.

The state’s human services, labor and training, and rehabilitation depts. will fund training
for eligible students who meet the educational
requirements of these programs.
According to the Northern Rhode Island
Chamber of Commerce, area employers are
concerned that many adults in their communities lack the basic, necessary skills to enter the
workforce or qualify for job advancement.
“It is our intention to enhance the employability of these individuals as well as assist them in
obtaining gainful employment. This program
will therefore have a very positive impact on
the local economic community as well as the
state’s labor market by reducing the need for
underemployment compensation and public assistance monies,” said Jenifer Giroux ’95,
interim director of Outreach Programs at RIC.
Giroux added that fewer jobless adults in
Rhode Island would have greater impact on
national averages. Rhode Island’s present 4.4
percent underemployment rate is slightly lower
than the national rate of 5.2 percent.
RIC’s Outreach Programs serve minority and
under-represented communities in the state by
offering certificate programs that assist unemployed, under-employed, and dislocated workers in finding jobs within six months to a year
after completing the course. It has helped more
than 2,000 students from over 30 countries in
the last 15 years.
The Northern Rhode Island Chamber of
Commerce works with small businesses that
have identified the need for qualified and welltrained employees in the towns of Burrillville,
Cumberland, Central Falls, Lincoln, North
Smithfield, Smithfield, Woonsocket, Pawtucket
and Glocester.
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RIC

Athletic News
FROM THE ATHLETIC DIRECTOR’S DESK

• I want to extend a
sincere welcome to Denis Chartier, the new head
coach for women’s soccer. Denis comes to RIC after
a long and successful career at Brown University under the tutelage of RIC Hall of Famer Phil Pincince.
• Our sincerest congratulations go out to Vincent
Cullen ’55 who was recently inducted into the National Association of
Collegiate Director’s of Athletics (NACDA) Hall of Fame.
• Mike Morrison, former assistant athletic director for development,
has left RIC for the University of Connecticut. We wish Mike the best
and thank him for his dedication to the Rhode Island College athletic program. A search will be conducted later this fall for Mike’s replacement.
• Congratulations to Robert Mantia ’66 on being selected as a Bourget
Award recipient. The Bourget Award was established as part of the athletic program’s 75th Anniversary to honor Paul ’69 and Denise Bourget for

all of their efforts that benefit student-athletes. Since being reintroduced
to the athletic program several years ago, Bob has been one of the athletic program’s biggest advocates. It’s well deserved and congratulations!
• Athletic Hall of Famer George Tracy ’51 hasn’t slowed down a bit in
retirement. He has assumed a leadership role as vice president of the Narragansett Town Council. Keep up the good work!
• I want to welcome several other new faces to the department. Jeff
Verklan will be working as an intern in marketing and development. Jack
Holleran is the new media relations assistant and oversees all conference
business. New coaches include Greg Gammell, men’s golf; Kareem Hayletts, men’s basketball; Heather Pettigrew ’06, women’s basketball; Keith
Nelson ’06 and David Paquette ’06, wrestling.
• Congratulations to assistant gymnastics coach Shannon Hughey ’03
who recently became Mrs. Jason Cornicelli ’99. Best wishes!
• The men’s basketball alumni are putting together a group that will be
meeting over the course of the season to attend games and gather socially
to renew old acquaintances. Anyone interested in getting involved can
contact Head Men’s Basketball Coach Bob Walsh at 401-456-8075 or
rwalsh@ric.edu.

RIC athletics celebrate Homecoming 2006

Saturday Sept. 30
• Alumni baseball game, 10 a.m. at Anchorman Field
• Alumni women’s soccer game, 10 a.m. at the RIC
Soccer Field
• Alumni volleyball game, 10 a.m. at The Murray Center
Please contact Art Pontarelli at 401-456-8863 to register.
A barbeque will follow each game.

invited to attend the annual Student-Athlete
Parents’ Breakfast in The Murray Center on
Saturday, Sept. 30 from 9:30-10:30 a.m.
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Friday, Sept. 29
• Alumni softball game, 5 p.m. at the Dayna A.
Bazar Softball Complex
• Alumni men’s soccer game, 6 p.m. at the RIC
Soccer Field

Parents of current RIC student-athletes are

m

Co

In conjunction with Homecoming 2006, RIC will host
alumni games for the sports of men’s soccer, women’s
soccer, baseball and softball.

Annual Student-Athlete
Parents’ Breakfast

200

Alumni games

m
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eB

C!

Director of Athletics

As our fall sports program gets underway,
we’ve got plenty of
news to report.

Ho m

Donald E. Tencher

I
ack To R

Please call the RIC athletic department at 401-456-8007
if you plan to attend.
Athletic Events Saturday, Sept. 30
9 a.m.
• Presentation of the 2006 All-Little East Conference Softball Awards
• Softball team will face Franklin Pierce, St. Anselm’s and Stonehillat
the Dayna A. Bazar Softball Complex throughout the day
11 a.m.
• Women’s tennis squares off against Bridgewater State
12:30 p.m.
• Women’s volleyball battles Framingham State in The Murray Center
1 p.m.
• Women’s soccer battles UMass Dartmouth

Athletic Recognition Dinner set for Sept. 30
The eighth annual Rhode Island College
Athletic Recognition Dinner and Hall of
Fame Induction Ceremony will be held on
Saturday, Sept. 30 at 7 p.m. in Donovan
Dining Center.
A reception to honor all former Hall
of Fame inductees and Hetherman and
Murphy award winners will be held at The
Murray Center at 5:30 p.m.
At the dinner, Bob Mantia ’66 will re-

ceive the Paul Bourget Award given to a
person who has made signiﬁcant contributions to the RIC athletic program.
Mantia was very active in athletics during his undergraduate days at RIC, serving most notably as the men’s basketball
team’s public address announcer. He went
on to a career in the military, retiring with
a rank of lt. colonel in 1990, and then became a successful businessman.

Over the past ﬁve years, Mantia has
been instrumental in the success of Rhode
Island College’s athletic program, serving
on the annual Anchor Club Golf Day Committee and sponsoring the First Annual
Endless Summer Beach Party.
Tickets are $40. The deadline for ordering tickets is Sept. 20. Please contact the
athletic dept. at 401-456-8007 to purchase
tickets or for additional information.

Athletic Hall of Fame Class of 2006
Michael Enos ’89
Sharon (Hall) Galloway ’87
William McCaughey ’67
Lonnie Morris ’96

Debbie (Allen) Paiva ’90
Ruth (Harnois) Plante ’84
Anthony Rainone ’73
Kim (Smith) Rondeau ’88
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New book chosen for Open BooksOpen Minds program
Rhode Island College’s Open
Books-Open Minds common book
program for the campus and community, has announced this year’s
book selection of WICKED: The
Life and Times of the Wicked Witch
of the West, by Gregory Maguire.
Book groups, events and related
activities are being planned for
the fall and spring. Look for more
information in upcoming issues of
What’s News, online at www.ric.
edu (RICalendar), or contact program coordinator Valerie Endress
at 401-456-4781; vendress@ric.
edu.

Athletic newsletter enters the
technology age (with a glitch)
The good news is that the athletic dept. has entered a new age of
technology as it relates to sending
out its seasonal newsletters (The
Anchor Notes).
The bad news is that in a recent

mailing the first names of alumni
were not in sequence with last
names.
We apologize for any inconvenience and the problem has been
corrected for the future.

NATIONAL RECOGNITION: Don
Tencher (right), RIC athletic
director, was named the 2006
Division III GeneralSports Turf
Systems Athletic Director of
the Year for the Northeast
Region. Fran Cardinal (left),
regional sales manager for
GeneralSports Turf Systems,
presents the award. They are
joined by RIC President John
Nazarian. The presentation
came during RIC’s Opening
Convocation on Aug. 30.

SPORTS

Events
Men’s Soccer
Sat.
Tues.
Sat.
Wed.
Sat.
Tues.
Thurs.
Sat.

Golf

Wed.
Wed.
Fri.
Wed.
Fri
Thurs.
Sat.
Mon.
Sat.
Tues.
Thurs.
Sat.
Wed.
Sat.

Southern Maine *
Johnson & Wales
at UMass Boston *
at Clark
at UMass Dartmouth *
Tufts
Montclair State
Western Connecticut *

1 p.m.
6 p.m.
1 p.m.
6 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
4 p.m.
4 p.m.
Noon

Sept. 13
Sept. 20
Sept. 22
Sept. 27
Sept. 29
Oct. 5

at Mitchell
at Elms
at Newbury
Elms & Worcester State
at Johnson & Wales
Brandeis, Wentworth & Wesleyan

Noon
11 a.m.
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon

at Southern Maine *
at Roger Williams
UMass Boston *
at Salve Regina
at Framingham State
UMass Dartmouth *
Wesleyan
at Western Connecticut *

1 p.m.
4 p.m.
Noon
4 p.m.
4 p.m.
1 p.m.
6 p.m.
3 p.m.

Sept. 16
Sept. 18
Sept. 23
Sept. 26
Sept. 28
Sept. 30
Oct. 4
Oct. 7

Authored by Rhode Island College Faculty

Girls in Peril
by Karen Lee Boren

Author bio

Publisher Summary

Karen Lee Boren, associate professor of English, teaches literature
and creative writing at RIC, where
she has been on the faculty since
2001. Her fiction has appeared in
the Florida Review, Night Train,

During a single summer in
the 1970s, five 12-year-old girls
learn that danger lies not in the
external world of their night runs,
where parents and their own fertile imaginations conjure visions
of anonymous murderers, rapists,
and other mysterious figures lurking in the nearby woods. They
discover it instead in places they
never would have thought to look:
in their neighborhood and homes;
in uncomprehending parents who
steal their time and freedom (and,
in one bizarre case, a thumb); in
the pull of an uncertain world
beyond their all-important friendships; and in their own burgeoning
sexuality. Karen Lee Boren’s vivid
novel, the premier book in the Tin
House New Voice series, begins in
the collective first-person point of
view, but gradually this reassuring
group identity splinters as the girls
mature and violence close to home
threatens to split them apart for
good.

Karamu, Hawai’i Pacific Review,
and Dominion Review. Her nonfiction has been published in Cream
City Review and the Lonely Planet
anthology Rite of Passage: Tales
of Backpacking ’Round Europe.
She received an MFA from Wichita State University and a PhD in
English from the University of
Wisconsin, Milwaukee.

Tin House Books
150 pages
May 2006

Sept. 12- Oct. 9

Sept. 16
Sept. 19
Sept. 23
Sept. 27
Sept. 30
Oct. 3
Oct. 5
Oct. 7

Women’s Soccer

B O OA K
M
A
R
K
S
showcase of books

Log on to www.ric.edu/athletics for updated schedules and results.

Women’s Tennis
Tues.
Sat.
Tues.
Sat.
Tues.
Thurs.
Sat.
Tues.
Thurs.
Sat.

Sept. 12
Sept. 16
Sept. 19
Sept. 23
Sept. 26
Sept. 28
Sept. 30
Oct. 3
Oct. 5
Oct. 7

Women’s Volleyball
Wed.
Sat.
Sat.
Tues.
Sat.
Wed.
Sat.
Tues.
Sat.

Sept. 13
Sept. 16
Sept. 16
Sept. 19
Sept. 23
Sept. 27
Sept. 30
Oct. 3
Oct. 7

at Mitchell
at Salem State *
Western Connecticut *
at Southern Maine *
Johnson & Wales
at Endicott
Bridgewater State *
UMass Boston *
Clark
at Plymouth State *

4 p.m.
Noon
4 p.m.
1 p.m.
4 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
11 a.m.
3:30 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
Noon

W.P.I.
Eastern Connecticut *
Plymouth State *
at Wesleyan
at Fairleigh Dickenson Quad Meet
at Salem State
Framingham State
at UMass Dartmouth *
at Clark with Eastern Nazarene

7 p.m.
Noon
4 p.m.
7 p.m.
Noon
7 p.m.
Noon
7 p.m.
10 a.m./Noon

Men’s & Women’s Cross Country
Sat.
Sat.
Sat.
Sat.

Sept. 16
Sept. 23
Sept. 30
Oct. 7

at UMass Dartmouth Invitational
Ray Dwyer Invitational
at Tri-State Invitational (at CCRI)
at Roger Williams Invitational

* Little East Conference contest

11 a.m.
11 a.m.
10 a.m.
11 a.m.
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Simulation learning
introduced to
School of Nursing
The School of Nursing Simulation Committee, under the guidance of Anne Carty, professor of
nursing, has begun the process of
integrating simulation learning into
the curriculum of the nursing program at Rhode Island College.
Simulation learning provides
nursing students with real-life
patient situations that require critical thinking and decision-making
without the risk of an actual clinical situation. It allows RIC nursing
students the opportunity to synthesize theory with clinical practice in
a setting that will enable them to
experience the high-stakes realities
of clinical practice in a low-stakes
situation.
SimMan, a high tech mannequin
used for simulation learning, was
purchased through funding secured
by Jane Williams, professor of
nursing and department chair, from
the Champlin Foundations.
Geraldine DeNuccio, assistant

professor of nursing, and Patricia Quigley, associate professor
of nursing, introduced simulated
cardiac rhythms derived from the
computer technology that accompanies SimMan into their summersession course on Adult Health
Nursing.
Faculty members in each of the
clinical courses will determine the
most effective means to engage
students in an interactive learning
process through the use of simulation and SimMan technology.
Several members of the Simulation Committee attended a conference sponsored by Laerdal Medical
to learn more about using simulation. They had an opportunity to
network with other health care professionals and discuss approaches
to integration of simulation in the
education of students.
In June, the Simulation Committee sponsored a workshop, presented by Shaun McGovern of Laerdal

SIMULATION PRESENTATION: Shaun McGovern (second from left) of Laerdal Medical, offers a workshop on simulation learning to RIC nursing faculty members (from
left) Anne Carty, Patricia Quigley, Debra Servello and Geraldine DeNuccio.
Medical, for nursing faculty members to learn more about simulation
learning and practice with SimMan
technology. Another simulation
program for faculty development
was held in August.

Active committee members include Carty (chair); Joanne Costello, assistant professor of nursing;
Claire Creamer, assistant professor
of nursing; DeNuccio; Quigley;
and Debra Servello, assistant professor of nursing.

RIC hosts Nursing
Foundation reception
The Nursing Foundation of Rhode Island presented awards to its 2006 scholarship and research grantees at a reception in RIC’s School of Nursing on July
19. Trudy Mulvey, foundation president and a former assistant professor of
nursing at the College, gave a brief history of the foundation. Jane Williams,
interim dean, welcomed participants.
Eleven scholarships ranging from $500 to $1,000 were awarded to undergraduate nursing students from nursing programs throughout the state, including RIC students Susan Cooney, Kathleen Delfino, Olulade Majofodam, Sarah
Smith, and Amy Williams. Four nursing researchers received research grants,
including Joanne Costello, assistant professor of nursing at RIC, for her doctoral NURSING AWARDS: Trudy Mulvey ’87, president of the Nursing Foundation of Rhode
research “Strategies of Nurses Facilitating Diabetes Support Groups in Promot- Island (second from right), joins RIC student scholarship recipients (from left) Amy Wiling Diabetes Self-Management.”
liams, Sarah Smith, and Olulade Majofodam.

French language program is going online at RIC
Contributed by Ghislaine Géloin, associate
dents through WebCT, as is the audio program
professor of French and Anke Kenney, adjunct with which the students do their workbook exinstructor of French.
ercises. These technology tools and digital media supply rich, engaging curriculum content,
fostering creative use of French, while the lisEnfin! Finally! The French program at RIC
tening, reading and writing activities are based
has moved into the digital age of the 21st cenon authentic cultural documents. Hijazi has also
tury. In the spring of 2006, intermediate and
added interesting website features to the course
refresher French were developed into WebCT
such as radio stations and the Francophone TV5
pilot courses and taught by Anke Kenney.
channel that brings French language and culture
Thanks to the generous help and invaluable
to the students’ homes through an easy click of
expertise of User Support Services, including
Patricia Hays, director, and Stephanie Hijazi,
senior programmer and WebCT project coordinator, students taking these classes were introduced to WebCT while Hijazi continued to develop the courses for the whole program. Next
year the entire program from beginner to intermediate will be full-fledged WebCT courses.
For many years the Dept. of Modern Languages has been successfully using the Yale
French in Action method for language learning
with beginner and intermediate French students.
French in Action is a multimedia course that
presents authentic conversational French and
current culture. The immersion approach engages students with scripted yet authentic French
speech through videos of native speakers interacting in French cultural situations.
These videos are now available to the stu-

the mouse.
With the WebCT courses, learning French
becomes much more interactive and engaging even for the widest range of students. The
teachers now have the opportunity to create an
extension of the classroom at their homes and
students are able to access the audio and visual
materials directly and conveniently from their
own computers.
They can take charge of their own studies,
make progress with the curriculum, and more
importantly, tailor the course around their particular needs and interests.
In addition, they are able to easily get in
touch with the professor and stay up-to-date
with any announcements or changes. Students
are encouraged to conduct their correspondence
in French, thus providing them with another
real-life application of the language.
The WebCT French in Action program was
successfully presented to the faculty during
the Fourth Annual WebCT and Technology
Luncheon by Kenney, who stressed its various
practical applications as well as its empowering
potential.
Hijazi has an extensive foreign language
background with a BA in Spanish and history,
and a MA in Spanish, along with 10 years experience in the technology field.
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RIC’s Rhode Island Writing Project + Sophia Academy = success
BY

Katharine Ricci ’07
Staff Writer
“Something striking has happened.” – Marjorie Roemer,
Rhode Island Writing Project
Director
s a grade school teacher,
having to discipline a
student in math class for
reading a book you assigned in
language arts has its upside. Not
because the student is disobedient,
but because less than a year ago,
that student thought books were
“uncool.”
For the teachers at Sophia Academy, a private middle school for
girls from low-income families,
making books “cool” took some
extra help from RIC’s Rhode Island
Writing Project (RIWP).
Judy Costa, a retired school
teacher with a young voice and
bright, kind eyes, is the principal of
Sophia Academy. She first became
involved with the school when she
started a book group for students of
the academy in 2002, the first year
the school started. A year later, she
gave up her relaxed lifestyle and
met Sophia Academy’s need for a
new principal.
In 2004 she attended a summer
conference held by the RIWP. As a
professional development program
for teachers, the RIWP’s mission
is to improve writing and learning in the state’s schools. With the
motto “teachers teaching teachers,”
RIWP accomplishes its goal by
reaching out to Rhode Island teachers through summer workshops
and special programs. For Costa
and Sophia Academy, this became
a special partnership in January
2005.
According to Marjorie Roemer,
director of the RIWP, “something
striking has happened” from this
relationship.
Roemer knew Sophia Academy

A

was a small school with a special
mission and deep needs. But to
Roemer, that was perfect.
“Because it’s so tiny, we’re able
to work very closely [with them]
and hear a lot from the teachers,”
said Roemer.
The nondenominational school
enrolls approximately 60 fifththrough eighth-grade students
every year. There are four regular
teachers, plus Costa, a secretary,
social worker and six other employees on staff. Tuition, which
runs about $7,500 per student, is
paid for by the families on a slid-

RIWP and discussing the lack of
interest, Angelic observed RIWP
member Beverly Paesano’s reading
class for inspiration.
Angelic was amazed by the level
of excitement in Paesano’s class
about books. She also found the
answer to her problem. That answer was choices.
In Paesano’s class, the children
were offered a selection of books.
Groups of three or four children
read each book. The students took
the books home, wrote about the
them in journals, and also wrote to
each other about their impressions

SOPHIA ACADEMY’S banner on the wall of its Providence building.
ing scale as well as through donations.
The RIWP was able to help
Sophia Academy’s teachers solve
their major concern: getting their
students excited about reading.
This was done through presentations, follow-up and plenty of
one-on-one interviews with the
teachers.
Linda Angelic, the academy’s
language arts teacher, had spent
over 20 years teaching prior to
Sophia Academy, and was looking
for ways to interest her students in
reading.
“The books bored me, much less
bored the girls,” Angelic said.
After meeting with members of

of the books. In class, all the children participated in a lively discussion not just on the book they read,
but on all the books.
Instead of requiring books that
bored her students, Angelic offered
a selection of books that would
spark and hold their interest. Girls
even began reading just for pleasure. According to Angelic, every
one of the seventh grade girls has
read Monster by Walter Dean Martin, a young adult novel written
like a movie script.
“I can’t even begin to tell what
[the RIWP] did for our school,”
said Angelic. “Girls were reading
at lunch, girls were reading a book
a week, girls were opening up

books in other classes and getting
in trouble.”
The RIWP has put special emphasis on the fact that reading and
writing is not only important in
language arts.
“They’ve enabled us to see writing across the curriculum,” said
Angelic.
Costa added, “Because the girls
are more confident in what they’re
reading in their language arts
class, they’re not afraid. They are
more willing to take risks in math,
science and social studies. Now,
they’re more willing to try and reread a problem in math. [Before]
they gave up.”
Angelic said that through the
RIWP, not just the students, but all
of the teachers, were able to obtain
confidence. The project’s work
even rejuvinated Angelic’s interest
in her personal writing.
This year RIWP also co-sponsored a Family Night for 23 families to write about family pictures
and solve math word problems
together.
Most importantly, the partnership has dramatically affected the
students.
Costa said the eighth-grade
class, which contained 14 girls
who graduated this last spring,
showed phenomenal improvement
over the last two years. While test
scores showing the last two years’
improvement weren’t readily available, reading improved 93 percent,
and their language arts increased
86 percent over the last four years.
When Sophia Academy’s class of
’06 graduation speaker addressed
the audience, she said they were
not just graduating, but they were
graduating as writers, poets, and
mathematicians.
“That’s not something eighth
graders in general would claim,”
said Costa. “This partnership is an
amazing win-win relationship for
us.”
Now that’s “striking.”

RIC to offer evening bachelor’s degree programs
starting this fall
Late afternoon and evening classes for 11 different
majors will be available for part-time students.

HONORED GUEST: U.S. Sen. Lincoln
Chafee (R-RI) discusses foreign policy on
Sudan at the Sudan Studies Association’s
25th anniversary conference on Aug. 9.
Chafee is a member of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee and is running for
re-election this fall.

For the first time in its 153-year history, Rhode Island College will offer late day and evening classes
for part-time students to earn a full bachelor’s degree
in any of 12 different majors.
Classes will start at 4 p.m. and run into the evening
hours. Degree programs for accounting, chemistry,
computer information systems, computer science,
economics, English, finance, general studies, management, marketing, psychology and social work will
be offered.
The evening degree program is targeted to working
adults who want to attend college part-time to earn a
degree or complete a previously started degree program, but can only attend classes in the evenings.
Dan King, vice president for academic affairs at
RIC, said that the evening degree program offers a
greater selection of majors not available at other colleges.
The evening degree program is also intended to

bring non-traditional learners into the classroom mix
to create a richer learning environment.
“People of different ages, different backgrounds
and experiences will stimulate more lively discussions with multiple perspectives. The classroom isn’t
just about teaching, it’s also about learning, not only
from professors but also from each other,” said Mark
Motte, RIC’s interim assistant vice president for academic affairs.
Classes began Sept. 5.
The cost of the evening degree programs is the
same as it is for full-time students. A three-credit undergraduate course at RIC is approximately $663 for
in-state students.
“We want to give our evening students the same
educational quality and value that we give to our students who attend day classes,” King said.
The evening degree program is part of RIC’s Plan
150 developed after the College celebrated its 150th
anniversary in 2004, to further the College’s mission
to better serve the community. RIC is the oldest public institution of higher learning in the state.
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This year’s faculty exhibition – “Then and Now: Painting,
Printmaking, Graphic Design, Photography” – offers students, the College community, and the public an opportunity

to experience what it means for artists to grow and explore
within their studio practice. In the Bannister Gallery show,
which runs through Sept. 29, exhibiting faculty members
present works from earlier periods juxtaposed
with recent examples. The result is a window
into the exploration of individual expression as
it relates to the current dialogue in art making.
The works of Stephen Fisher, Aaron Hraba,
Lisa Russell, Richard Whitten, and selected
adjunct faculty will be featured.
The faculty exhibition alternates each year
between displays of those teaching two- and
three-dimensional studios.
Gallery hours during exhibits are Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 11 a.m. to 5
p.m., and Thursdays, noon to 9 p.m. Closed
weekends and holidays. Exhibits and events
are free and all are welcome to attend. Accessible to persons with disabilities. For information on event dates and exhibit opening receptions, check the website at www.ric.edu/Bannister/ or call 401-456-9765.

Aaron Hraba. Untitled. Photograph.

Dance series for
children returns
in October

RIC

Arts and Entertainment

Annual Faculty Exhibition on display at Bannister

RIC DANCE COMPANY
Rhode Island school children will be treated to the RIC
Dance Company’s Annual Mini-Concert Series in morning
concerts Oct. 11-13 in the Auditorium in Roberts Hall.
Repertory selections will include works by Arthur Aviles
(Bronx, N.Y.), Billbob Brown (UMASS Amherst), and Chris
Elam (New York City). Rehearsal direction will be provided
by Angelica Vessella. Offered free to all school children
in R.I. and nearby Massachusetts since the1960s, these
concerts provide young audiences with an informative and
enjoyable introduction to contemporary dance forms.

Chris Elam and company to
help open fall dance season
The RIC
return with his
Dance
company for a
Company’s
RIC Dance Comguest artpany/Misnomer
ists program
Dance Theater
will feature
shared concert
a residency
on Friday, Oct.
and per13 in the Audiformance
torium in RobMISNOMER
DANCE
THEATER
project with
erts Hall.
a choreographer who is making
Featured as a “must-see
waves in the downtown New
performance” in The New York
York dance scene.
Times, Misnomer’s May 2006
Chris Elam’s Misnomer Dance
premiere of Throw People reTheater is perhaps the newturned for an extended run at
est and freshest voice of the
the Brooklyn Lyceum Theater in
last decade. Founded in 1998,
August.
Misnomer Dance Theater is all
“A true original, Mr. Elam is
about innovation, new forms,
one of the most individualistic
hybrid vocabularies, and arof modern dance voices today,”
ticulating a vision of the human
wrote The New York Times.
and its speech acts that can be
Elam’s Providence connecunfamiliar, strangely beautiful,
tion includes receiving an AB
and always intriguing.
from Brown University, where
Elam created a new work for
Misnomer Dance Theater last
RIC dancers in August and will
performed in April 2005.

Ian Hobson to open Adams recital series’ second season
After a highly successful first
season, the Adams Foundation
Piano Recital Series returns to RIC
this fall with a concert by internationally noted pianist and conductor Ian Hobson. His precision and
passion will be on display Sunday,
Oct. 1, at 2:30 p.m. in Sapinsley
Hall, Nazarian Center for the Performing Arts.
The series is presented locally by
the Performing Arts Series at RIC.
Hobson’s program will include
Mozart’s Fantasy in C Minor, K.
475 and Sonata in C Minor, K.
457; Rachmaninov’s Preludes, Op.
23, Nos. 1-10; Schumann’s Carnaval, Op. 8.
Hobson, who is British-born,
has a repertoire that encompasses
many styles, several centuries and

IAN HOBSON
requires exceptional piano skills.
In recent years, his concerts have
showcased his twin talents of piano
soloist and conductor.

He is founder and music director of Sinfonia da Camera, and has
appeared at New York’s Mostly
Mozart Festival, the Bard Music
Festival, and at Carnegie Hall. Collaborations with the London Philharmonic, Israel Sinfonietta, New
Zealand Symphony, and many
symphony orchestras in the U.S.
have placed Hobson’s piano virtuosity on global display.
In 1998 Hobson formed Zephyr
Productions, Inc. as the parent
company for his new label, Zephyr
Records. His recent releases include works by Falla and Ravel,
two volumes of concertos by Ignaz
Moscheles, and David Johnson’s
Twelve Preludes and Fugues for
Piano. He has also made many
recordings for other labels includ-

ing The Complete Solo Piano
Transcriptions and Arrangements
of Sergei Rachmaninoff, The Complete Piano Variations of Johannes
Brahms, and a collection of the artists’ favorite compositions, called
Hobson’s Choice.
Hobson is a Swanlund Professor
of Piano at University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign.
Tickets for Ian Hobson are $20.
For your convenience, tickets
can be purchased as follows: in
advance via VISA or MasterCard
by calling 401-456-8144 from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. weekdays; online at
www.ric.edu/pfa; or at the box office in the lobby of the appropriate
performance venue, which will be
open for sales two hours prior to
performance start time.
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The Royal Drummers
of Burundi
drum their way to RIC

ROYAL DRUMMERS OF BURUNDI

T

he Royal Drummers of
Burundi, hailed “the ultimate African drum experience” by critics, will perform their
energetic, traditional drumming
techniques at Rhode Island College
on Tuesday, Sept 26 at 8 p.m. in
the Roberts Hall auditorium as part
of the Performing Arts Series.
Audiences are easily caught up
in their perfectly precise, thunderous performances that originally
accompanied ceremonies such as
births, funerals and king enthronements. Combining their swift,
graceful dancing with their powerful, unparalleled centuries-old
drumming techniques, the Royal
Drummers of Burundi have been
performing outside their homeland
since the 1960s.
Tracing its sacred and ritual origins back hundreds of years, the

group hails from central Africa and
has wowed audiences around the
world from when they once collaborated with Joni Mitchell and
opened for The Clash.
To the Burundis, drums represent
regeneration, fertility and prosperity. Their drums, which can only
be made from a specific native
Burundi tree, are closely associated with daily Burundi life. The
drums symbolize things such as
mothers’ breasts, the stomach, and
baby’s cradle. The Drummers use
four different drums, including the
Ingoma, large skin-covered hollow
tree trunks, the Amashako, which
provide a steady beat, the Ibishikiso and the Inkiranya.
On stage, this 20-drum troupe is
nothing short of spectacular. The
drummers make their entrance balancing the gigantic drums on their
heads, leading into a complex performance full of somersaults, singing, dancing and intense rhythms.
Tickets for the Royal Drummers
of Burundi are $32 with discounts
for seniors, RIC faculty/staff/students and children. Tickets can be
purchased as follows: in advance
via VISA or MasterCard by calling
401-456-8144 from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. weekdays; online at www.ric.
edu/pfa; or at the box office in the
lobby of the appropriate performance venue, which will be open
for sales two hours prior to performance start time.

Quintet of Wednesday Chamber
Music Series concerts this fall
Performances set for Sept. 20,
Oct. 4, Oct. 18, Nov. 1, Dec. 6.
Rhode Island College’s Wednesday Chamber Music Series will offer five concerts as part of its “Baroque to Broadway” fall program,

Baroque repertoire will perform on
Oct. 4. The New York Times called
Rebel “sophisticated and beguiling.”
• The Rhode Island College
Faculty Recital on Oct. 18 will
showcase the highly talented music
faculty members from the Dept. of
Music, Theatre, and Dance. The
featured duo of Eric Christensen
and Bill Maker will be among the
highlights of this event.
• On Nov. 1, The Marcy & Zina
Show will offer a performance of
original music by the award-winning New York City-based cabaret
songwriting team of composer Zina
Goldrich and lyricist Marcy Heisler.

Sara Sant’Ambrogio
announced Judith Lynn Stillman,
artistic director of the series and
RIC’s artist-in-residence.
Each 50-minute recital is free of
charge, and will be held on Wednesday at 1 p.m. in Sapinsley Hall in
the Nazarian Center. A questionand-answer session with the artists
follows each performance.
• On Sept. 20, The Laurentian
String Quartet and Stillman will
perform the Dvorak Quintet for
Piano and Strings in A Major, Op.
81. Laurentian has been a long-time
leading ensemble in the classical
music world.
• Rebel, a New York-based quartet that features a uniquely expressive and provocative approach to its

Zina Goldrich (left) and Marcy Heisler
(Website photo: goldrichandheisler.com)
• In a Dec. 6 concert, Sara
Sant’Ambrogio, Grammy-Awardwinning cellist of the Eroica Trio,
and Stillman will collaborate on
sonatas for the cello and piano.
Sant’Ambrogio is an internationally
noted performer who has been the
subject of magazine, newspaper and
television profiles.

RIC Wind Ensemble’s Rocky Point Holiday concert Oct. 13
BY

Rob Franzblau
Conductor, Wind Ensemble
The Rhode Island College Wind
Ensemble begins its 2006-07 season
with “Rocky Point Holiday,” an evening
of music that captures the innocence
and energy of childhood. Presented
on Friday, Oct. 13 at 8 p.m. in Sapinsley Hall in the Nazarian Center, this
unique concert features music from
the 20th century.
The performance opens with two
works written for chamber ensembles
by French composers of the early
20th century. Seven Dances from the
ballet Les Malheures de Sophie (The
Misadventures of Sophie) is perhaps
the most popular of Jean Fraincaix’s

chamber works for winds. Originally
a ballet written for full orchestra in
1935, it is based on the 1864 book of
the same name by the Comtesse de
Ségur. The story depicts the antics of
three-year-old Sophie de Rean and
her older cousin, Paul. In 1970, the
composer transcribed seven dances
from the full ballet for a double quintet
of winds, and this chamber setting
captures the sprightly innocence and
mischief of childhood.
Le Bal de Beatrice d’Este, written
in 1905 by Reynaldo Hahn, is a collection of seven short movements
depicting the real-life Beatrice d’Este,
the Duchess of Milan, whose young
life was tragically cut short when she
died in childbirth. Hahn’s suite for 10
winds, piano, harp, and percussion
captures the musical flavors of the

Renaissance, but filtered through late
Romantic sensibilities.
The second half of the concert
brings the entire 60-piece Wind Ensemble together for three colorful
works, beginning with Ron Nelson’s
brilliant overture, Rocky Point Holiday. Nelson taught composition for
many years at Brown University, and
in 1969, was commissioned by the
University of Minnesota Band to write
a flashy “Americana” overture for its
Russian tour. Nelson wrote the commission while he was on vacation
at Rocky Point, Rhode Island’s now
defunct famous seaside resort. The
resulting work is now viewed as one
of the pivotal pieces in scoring for the
modern wind band.
Percy Grainger’s Children’s
March is based on folk songs from

England – in this case, the simple
children’s tune Over the Hills and Far
Away. It features the low woodwind
instruments in particular, including bassoons, bass clarinets, and
saxophones. From the simple tune,
Grainger spins out variations, building
to a dramatic climax and then returning to the quiet level at which the
piece began.
James Barnes’s tour de force Fantasy Variations closes the concert with
a virtual young person’s guide to the
wind ensemble. Using the famous
theme of Nicolo Paganini, James
Barnes has written a set of variations
of symphonic scale for the wind band,
featuring all sections of the ensemble,
each with their own variation.
Tickets for “Rocky Point Holiday”
are $7. Call 401-456-8144 for more
information.

The Foreigner travels to RIC Sept. 27-30
Larry Shue’s The Foreigner will be staged in the Forman Theatre of the
Nazarian Center for the Performing Arts from Sept. 27-30. Jamie Taylor,
associate professor of theatre, will direct the play.
The Foreigner is set in rural Georgia at a fishing lodge where business
is scarce. Englishman Froggy LeSueur, a frequent visitor to the
lodge, brings along his shy friend Charlie, who is distraught
over leaving his sick wife back in England. While trying to
make conversation with the residents of the lodge, Charlie finds
himself unable to speak, fearful of having to talk to strangers.
Froggy proceeds to tell the residents that Charlie is from an
exotic foreign country, and cannot speak or understand English.
The residents, unaware of Charlie’s secret, hold conversations

as if he couldn’t understand what they were saying. Charlie overhears
more than he should, and scandals develop among the residents of the
lodge, including a plot to condemn the fishing lodge.
Taylor said that he has a very strong cast of undergraduate and graduate
actors who are “brilliantly working together and having lots of
fun. I am looking forward to traveling on this journey to opening night with this cast.”
The Foreigner, which was recently staged on Broadway
starring actor Matthew Broderick, is sure to delight audiences
with elements of deceit, betrayal, and lots of laughter.
General admission is $14. For further information, call the
box office at 401-456-8144.
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Rhode Island College undergraduate commencement address May 20, 2006
Marian Wright Edelman, founder and president, Children’s Defense Fund
[The College received many requests for Edelman’s speech, which was extraordinarily well received when she delivered it last spring.
Here is the address in its entirety, transcribed by Michael Smith ’79, assistant to the president at RIC.]

I

better, with your help.
am so honored to be able to
share this day of celebration
And I want to applaud Rhode Isand achievement with the enland for its leadership on children
tire Rhode Island College family and
but we can all do more. Every nine
platform guests, with the families of
seconds of the school day a child
graduates, but most importantly with
drops out of school. That’s a recipe
what I am sure is the best graduating
for national disaster. Every 35 secclass in the history of Rhode Island
onds one of our children is abused or
College!
neglected, and every 36 seconds one
of our children is born into poverty; a
Former Oregon Republican Senamajority of their parents work, can’t
tor Mark Hatfield, whose voice we
make ends meet. We can do better.
miss in the Congress, said, “How can
Every 42 seconds a child is born
we stand by as children starve by the
without health insurance. We lead the
millions, because we lack the will to
world in health technology; it’s time
eliminate hunger, yet we have found
to cover every child and person with
the will to develop missiles capable
health care.
of flying over the polar cap and landing within a few hundred feet of their
And we have got to raise our voices
target.” “This,” he said, “is not innofor it and we have got to send clear
vation; this is a profound distortion of
messages to young people of all races
human purpose on earth.”
and all classes who are growing up
WISE WORDS: Marian Wright Edelman delivers the Commencement adress at RIC on
unable to handle life in hard places
Wendell Berry, the agrarian poet,
May 20, 2006.
without hope, without steady comsaid that “The most alarming sign of
and not outside, in personal possessions or ambipasses to navigate a world that is
the state of our society now, is that
tion.
We
were
taught
that
the
world
had
a
lot
of
reinventing itself at an unpredictable pace both
our leaders have the courage to sacrifice the life
technologically and politically.
of young people in war, but have not the courage problems but that we could struggle and change
to tell us all that we must be less greedy and less them, that intellectual and material gifts brought
So I agree with Archibald MacLeish, the great
the privilege and responsibility of sharing with
wasteful.”
writer and poet who said, “There is only one
thing more powerful than learning from experiOur nation’s and world’s moral compass needs others less fortunate, and that service is the very
purpose of life, not something you do in your
ence, and that is not learning from experience.”
resetting and I hope and know that the members
spare time or after you’ve made your first milSo I want to repeat what I have repeated to my
of this class will help do that. I hope you will
lion.
children and will say again to you – a few of the
wander off the beaten career path and help redeI’m so grateful for these childhood legacies
lessons – because I think that adults really need
fine success in 21st-century America, asking not
to be clear with young people that there are some
“How much can I get?” but “How much can I do of a living faith reflected in daily service, the
without and share?” Asking not “How can I find discipline of hard work – which you know about enduring values that don’t change with the ups
in your achievement today – and the capacity
and downs of culture and what’s “cool,” and evmyself?” but “How can I lose myself in service
to struggle in the face of adversity. My elders
ery parent, teacher, and preacher needs to make
to others?”
have greatly valued family life and family rituals sure that you young people have understood
When I was growing up in the little town aland tried to be and expose us to good role modwhat we have learned from life, that helped us
luded to, service was as much a part of my daily
els.
Role
models
were
of
two
kinds:
those
who
survive and succeed, and what matters from our
upbringing as eating and sleeping and going to
achieved in the outside world but also those who point of view.
school. Caring black adults were buffers against
did not have much formal education – or money
The first one, I want to say quickly, is that
the segregated prison of the outside world that
–
but
who
taught
us
by
the
very
special
grace
of
there is no free lunch in life. Don’t feel entitled
told me that I, the little black girl, wasn’t importheir lives Christ’s and Tolstoy’s and Ghandi’s
to anything you don’t sweat and struggle for.
tant. But I didn’t believe it because my parents
message: that the Kingdom of God is within.
And we need to help our country understand that
said it wasn’t so, my teachers, who were so imit is not entitled to leadership because of who we
portant, said it wasn’t so, and my preacher said it And every day I still try to get up and be half
as
good
as
these
ordinary
people
of
grace
who
think we are or did in the past, but by how well
wasn’t so…and I’m so grateful for those of you
shared whatever they had with others.
we serve and live our values in a very compliwho have chosen the caring professions.
I was 14 when Daddy died. He had holes in
cated world.
But I didn’t believe it, and so the childhood
his
shoes
but
two
children
who’d
graduated
from
I hope you will continue to do your homework
message that I internalized was that as a child of
college – as your parents have sacrificed to see
as you have done here at this college. Pay attenGod, no man or woman could look down on me
you here today. One child in college, another in
tion to detail, take care and pride in your work,
and I could look down on no man or woman. I
divinity school and a vision he was able to contake the initiative in creating your own opportucouldn’t play in segregated playgrounds or eat
vey
to
me
even
dying
in
an
ambulance:
that
I,
as
nity, and don’t wait around for other people to
at the drug store lunch counters, but my para young, black girl, could be and do anything;
discover you or do you a favor.
ents, when they saw a need, tried to respond.
that race and gender are shadows; and that charThey started a playground and canteen behind
Don’t assume a door is closed. Push on it. If it
acter, self-discipline, determination, attitude, and was closed yesterday, push on it again, and keep
our church. There were no black homes for the
aged but they started one across the street; all the service are the substance of life.
pushing on it until you get it open.
I want to convey that same vision to every
children had to help cook and clean and serve.
Don’t ever stop learning and improving your
graduate here today. As you go out into an ethiWe didn’t like it at the time, but that’s how we
mind, for if you do, you and America are going
cally polluted nation where instant sex without
learned that taking care of our elderly family
to be left behind.
responsibility, instant gratification without effort,
members and neighbors was very important and
Second quick lesson: Set thoughtful goals, and
instant solutions without sacrifice, getting rather
that everyone was our neighbor.
work quietly and systematically toward them.
than giving, and hoarding rather than sharing
Black church and community members were
Don’t feel you have to talk if you don’t have
are the too-frequent signals of our mass media,
watchful extended parents; children were comsomething worth hearing to say. Resist quick
popular culture, and political life. Truth-telling
munity property. They reported on us when we
fixes, simplistic answers, and easy gains, which
did wrong and applauded when we did well, and and moral example have become devalued com- often disappear just as quickly as they come.
they were very clear that doing well meant being modities. And nowhere is that paralysis of public And I’ve learned a lot over the last years – parand private conscience more evident than in the
helpful to others, achieving in school, and readticularly in Washington – just do the work and
ing. I figured out very early that the only time my neglect and abandonment of millions of our pool let other people take the credit. You can get a lot
of children.
Daddy wouldn’t give us a chore was when we
achieved in life that way. You know what you do,
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the great German Protwere reading, so I read a lot!
the Lord knows what you do, and that’s all that
estant theologian who died opposing Hitler’s
Children were taught by example that nothshould matter.
ing was too lowly to do and that the work of our Holocaust, said that the test of the morality of a
Third: Assign yourself. Daddy used to run us
society is how it treats its children. The United
hands and of our heads were both valuable. And
wild. Every day we’d come home from school
States of America, the richest, most powerful nawhile life was often hard and resources scarce,
we always knew who we were and that the mea- tion on earth, flunks Bonhoeffer’s test every hour
Continued on p 16
sure of our worth was inside our heads and hearts of every day; we can do better and we will do
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Looking Back...
Here at What’s News, we will feature historical photos from the College’s past. Please go to your
scrapbooks and send us photos with as much information as possible. All photos will be handled
carefully and returned to sender. Send to: Rhode Island College, Office of News and Public Relations, Kauffman Center, Providence, RI 02908.

STARS-TO-BE: Cast members of the RIC cabaret On Broadway pose for a group shot that appeared in the March 2, 1987 issue
of What’s News. Proceeds from the cabaret, which ran for three performances that month, benefited the Wish Come True
program.

RIC

UPWARD
BOUND

The Rhode Island College Upward Bound Program
will celebrate its 40th Anniversary on Saturday, Oct. 28.
In addition to reuniting hundreds of graduates and friends of the program,
40 outstanding graduates will be honored. Invitations will be mailed
soon and info will be posted on the program’s website.

40th Anniversary

We’d like to invite you to this event!

A Legacy of Success

If you were associated with the Upward Bound Program
but have not received recent mailings, please contact us.

1966-2006

401-456-8081 • upwardbound@ric.edu • www.ric/edu/upward_bound
Mariam Z. Boyajian ’70, Director

CHANGE OF LEADERSHIP: The 2006-07 slate of executive officers for RIC Student Community Government are joined by College
President John Nazarian. From left are Nicholas Lima, deputy speaker; John Fontaine, speaker; Patrick Sheehan, secretary; Nazarian; Andrew Jarbeau, treasurer; Raymond Ballard, vice president; and Alex Fanning, president.

HBS teacher
named R.I.
History Teacher
of the Year
Sharon Fennessey, fifth-grade teacher
at RIC’s Henry Barnard School, has
been named 2006 Rhode Island History Teacher of the Year by the Gilder
Lehrman Institute
of American History and Preserve
America.
Fennessey, a
RIC professor,
has been an
educator for 30
years and has
SHARON
taught at Henry
FENNESSEY ’67
Barnard School
for 17 years. The
North Kingstown resident will receive
a $1,000 honorarium and is in the running for the National History Teacher
of the Year award to be selected this
fall. Henry Barnard School’s library will
receive a core archive of history books
and materials from the Gilder Lehrman
Institute of American History.
Inaugurated in 2004, the History
Teacher of the Year Award is designed
to promote and celebrate the teaching of American history in classrooms
across the United States. It honors one
exceptional K-12 teacher of American
history from each state and U.S. territory. Selection is based on experience in
teaching American history for at least
three years; a deep career commitment
to teaching American history; evidence
of creativity and imagination in the
classroom; and close attention to documents, artifacts, historic sites, and the
other primary materials of history.
“This award gives us the chance to
recognize great history teachers across
the country,” said Lesley Herrmann,
executive director of the Gilder Lehrman
Institute of American History. “It puts
exceptional educators front and center.”
“I am pleased to receive this recognition for teaching history,” said
Fennessey. “My methods involve using
drama to bring history alive for the
learners. By doing this, the kids understand that history is about real people
experiencing the dramatic events of the
time in which they lived.”
The Gilder Lehrman Institute of
American History promotes the study
and love of American history. It creates
history-centered schools and academic
research centers, organizes seminars
and enrichment programs for educators, partners with school districts to
implement Teaching American History
grants, produces print and electronic
publications and traveling exhibitions,
and sponsors lectures. The Institute also
funds book prizes and offers fellowships
for scholars to work in history archives,
including the Gilder Lehrman Collection.
Preserve America is a White House
initiative that encourages greater shared
knowledge about the nation’s past and
increased local participation in preserving the country’s cultural and natural
heritage assets.
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RIC receives $500,000 to establish a
Portuguese Studies Institute
Rhode Island College
has received
$500,000 in
grants to start
a Portuguese
Studies Endowment Fund and to
create an Institute for Portuguese
and Lusophone World Studies that
will open next month. An international Lusophone conference
on Oct. 21 will officially open the
institute (see side bar). Meredith
Vieira, co-host of NBC’s Today
and a Rhode Island native, is the
national honorary chairperson of
the conference and campaign.
Two separate donations of
$250,000 each have been committed to RIC by the JB Fernandes
Memorial Trust, part of New
York’s Rockefeller Philanthropy
Advisors group, and the LusoAmerican Foundation (FLAD) of
Lisbon, Portugal. The gifts were
awarded to the College in June.
The donations mark the start of
a $1 million capital campaign to
further the development of Portuguese studies at the College.
Additionally, the College has received $83,000 in private pledges,
including some from foundations
and organizations in Portugal,
bringing the campaign more than
halfway to its goal.
The Institute for Portuguese and
Lusophone World Studies will be
the 10th affiliate of RIC’s Center
for Public Policy, the College’s
central resource for research and
community services.
Portuguese studies enrollment
has quadrupled at RIC in the last
four years. Fifty-one students were
enrolled in the program in 2002.
Over 200 are currently enrolled.
“The establishment of the institute addresses a long-standing
need in the community,” said Mark
Motte, director of RIC’s Center for
Public Policy. “We are creating a
place for the serious study of the
Lusophone world and its rich history as part of the fabric of Rhode
Island’s cultural history.”
Joseph Levi, assistant professor of Portuguese at RIC, added
that the institute would expand the
academic programs offered by the
College and explore opportunities
for students to apply their Portuguese skills to their career goals.

Lusophone conference,
awards dinner Oct. 21
The Inaugural Lusophone Conference, “Immigration, Identity and Assimilation,” will be held Saturday, Oct. 21 in Alger Hall on the campus
of RIC. A Lusophone Recognition and Awards Gala will take place that
evening.
The events are in conjunction with the launch of the Institute for Portuguese and Lusophone World Studies, the newest addition to RIC’s
Center for Public Policy.
Schedule for the conference:
12:30 p.m. – registration
1 p.m. – Plenary session
• Keynote address – Professor Peter D. Salins,
State University New York
• Panel discussion
2:30 – 5:30 p.m.
• Session 1 – workshop for teachers of Portuguese: “Presenting the
Lusophone World” (Approved for three contact hours towards
professional development credits.)
2:30 – 3:45 p.m.
• Session 2A – paper presentation: “Identity of Brazilian Immigrant
Women in the Boston Area”
• Session 2B – panel discussion: “Clearing the Hurdles: Educational
Challenges Facing Children of Portuguese-speaking Families”
4:00 – 5:30 p.m.
• Session 3A – panel discussion: “Language, Culture and Identity in
Lusophone Africa”
• Session 3B – panel discussion: “Language, Culture and Identity in
the Diaspora”
• Session 3C – special presentation: tour of the first and largest
special collection of Cape Verdean materials in the United States
Schedule for the Recognition and Awards Gala:
6 p.m. – wine reception
7 p.m. – dinner and awards program at Donovan Dining Center on
the RIC campus
• Master of ceremonies – Rhode Island State Senator Daniel
DaPonte
• Honorees – Conselheiro João Luís Morgado Pacheco, Conselho
das Comunidades Portuguesas; Marlene Lopes, RIC associate
professor; and Victor C. Santos ’85.
• Recognition of endowment fund donors
Cost for conference only: adults $40, students $10
Wine reception and dinner only: adults $40, students $20
Conference, wine reception and dinner: adults $75, students $25
For information, contact Joseph A. Levi, RIC Dept. of Modern Languages at 401-456-8712 or jlevi@ric.edu; or Marie Ray Fraley at
401-762-3520 or mrfraley@cox.net. For the Recognition and Awards
Gala, please respond by Oct. 6.

New assistant
director of
security and
safety appointed
Frederick W. Ghio, a 26-year
veteran of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, has been appointed
assistant director of the security and
safety department. The East
Greenwich
native holds
a BA degree
from the College of the
Holy Cross
and is also a
six–year veteran of the
United States
FREDERICK GHIO
Navy.
Until his retirement from the FBI, Ghio worked
counter-terrorism from the Rhode
Island FBI offices.
“Fred comes to us with a lot of
qualities and credentials and is fully
knowledgeable of law enforcement,” said Cy Cote, director of
security and safety. “He has a very
pleasant demeanor which is a plus
on a college campus.”
Ghio was appointed over the summer. Now that the fall has begun
he plans to meet with students, especially those who have questions
about security on campus.
Among his official duties, Ghio
will help develop and execute training programs related to hazardous
materials, fire safety and crime
prevention, and conduct periodic
walk-through inspections of RIC
buildings.
He hopes to improve security by
installing a one-key card system,
starting a trolley that circulates
parking lots and increasing lighting,
cameras and blue security call boxes
around campus.
Ghio also wants to someday teach
a class on organized crime. He has
plenty of experience to offer, since
he was one of the key agents to help
crack down on organized crime in
the state. He previously taught at officer candidate school while he was
in the navy.
Pet peeves of Ghio’s include illegitimate parking in handicapped
spaces and cars parked obstructing
traffic. You will be ticketed. Consider yourself warned.

RITAP adds project areas to its website
The
Rhode Island Technical Assistance
Project
(RITAP)
at Rhode
Island
College has added several new
project areas to its main website at
www.ritap.org.
RITAP is a statewide resource
center for technical assistance and

support, professional development
and training, and policy analysis
and interpretation. It assists state
and local agencies, institutions of
higher learning and families in delivering quality education and support services for children, including those with disabilities.
RITAP project areas are listed
under “What we do” on the main
website’s home page. There are
three new websites:
• Social, Emotional and Behavioral
Learning (www.ritap.org/sebl)

• Medicaid in the Schools (www.
ritap.org/medicaid)
• Response to Intervention (www.
ritap.org/rti)
In addition, the website below will
soon be available:
• English Language Learners
(www.ritap.org/ell)
Existing RITAP project websites:
• Traumatic Brain Injury
(www.ritap.org/tbi)
• Teacher Assistants
(www.ritap.org/ta)

• Legal & Regulatory Affairs
(www.ritap.org/legal)
• Individual Education Program
(www.ritap.org/iep)
• Autism Spectrum Disorders
(www.ritap.org/asd)
RITAP is a collaborative effort
of the Rhode Island Department of
Education, Office of Special Populations and RIC.
For further information, contact
Eileen Botelho at 401-456-8411 or
ebotelho@ric.edu.
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Convocation
Continued from p 1
ago, is a national, multi-campus
program to create greater participation in civic life.
The first initiative is a live debate, and an academic symposium
called DebateWatch, hosted by the
College, and focused on the closely
watched U.S. Senate race in Rhode
Island.
The first DebateWatch, held at
the College in 2004 during a BushKerry presidential debate, drew
over 800 participants, the largest
crowd of any DebateWatch event in
the nation.
The second fall initiative brings
back the Open Books – Open
Minds common book project for a
second year. The book selected for
this year is Wicked: the Life and
Times of the Wicked Witch of the
West by Gregory Maguire.
A new A.D.P. program, still being
planned, is the Intergenerational
Engagement Project, a joint venture
with the American Association of
Retired Persons. The partnership’s
goal will be to create cross-generational opportunities for community
engagement.
On the topic of research and
third-party sponsored programs,
Nazarian said, “Teaching and research are mutually supportive.”
He noted that research, applied
research, and sponsored programs
at the College have been in the
news recently. In August, the College announced a new $150,000
federal grant to fund a literacy and
job skills program to be offered
through the College’s Outreach
Programs in collaboration with the
Northern Rhode Island Chamber of
Commerce.
The College also received a
multi-year federal grant to support a National Institutes of Health
initiative that funds equipment and
the half-time salary of one faculty
member in the physical sciences
dept. and two new faculty members
in the biology dept. It has also paid
for renovations to lab space in the
Fogarty Life Science Building.
This year, funding for this program at the College will be almost
$500,000.
Funds directed through the
College’s Office of Research and
Grants Administration totaled over
$7.5 million in 2005-06, and “this
is a figure that is on an upward
trend,” said Nazarian.
Technology is important as a
means for recruitment, enrollment,
and retention of students, according to Nazarian, who said that RIC
“continues to strengthen and to expand its technological capabilities.”
The examples he cited: 200 new
Dell computers as part of an annual replacement program; four
new electronic classrooms this
semester, and four more scheduled
for the second semester; and a new
College website homepage and
refreshed design that will extend
through all of the departments and
offices on campus.

Recruitment and retention are
being addressed in other ways
as well, said Nazarian. Last year
the College inaugurated the Onthe-Spot application program for
transfer students – the first-ever
at a public institution of higher
education in Rhode Island. “The
experiment succeeded beyond our
expectations, with 75 students admitted to the College,” said Nazarian.
This year, the College expanded
the concept, which has a new
name – Opportunity Awaits. The
program is open to students who
wish to transfer, to enroll in one
of the College’s 12 evening-only
degree programs, or to take classes
on a non-matriculating basis.
“Evening-only baccalaureate
programs offer an important way
to increase enrollment and to help
more Rhode Islanders attain a de-

enrollment program (PEP).
According to Nazarian, enrollment “bears a direct relationship to
the College budget – never more
so than right now.”
When he became president in
1990, the state appropriated two
dollars for every one dollar generated through tuition and fees. Today, said Nazarian, less than half
of the College budget is supported
by the state appropriation.
The gap between expected revenues and what is needed to operate the College at the same level as
last year is $3.1 million. “This is if
we meet enrollment projections,”
said Nazarian. “If we fall short, the
gap will be that much greater.”
Nazarian would not support layoffs, however. “Experience tells us
that layoffs are terribly disruptive
and seldom effective in achieving
any real cost savings,” he said.

A higher education general obligation bond referendum will go
before the voters on Nov. 7. RIC’s
share of this bond would be just
under $7.8 million for the final
phase of the east campus reconstruction and renovation project.
“I ask each of you to inform your
families and friends about this referendum and to ask them to vote
‘Approve’ on Question 4 this November,” said Nazarian.
Construction for the new residence hall, set to open in the fall of
2007, continues on the west side of
the campus. It is the largest building project in the history of the
College, said Nazarian.
The financial news from the
RIC’s Division of Development
and College Relations has never
been better, Nazarian said. Unaudited assets of the RIC Foundation
as of June 30 totaled $17.8 million,
an increase of 39 percent when
compared to the year before, a
boost that Nazarian termed “absolutely remarkable.”
New contributions, in-kind gifts,
and grants totaled $5.7 million,
including the creation of 11 new
endowments worth over $500,000
in total, and $1.9 million in major
gifts from foundations and corporations.
From its proceeds, the Foundation awarded nearly $250,000 in
scholarships and almost $750,000
in support to the College for faculty research, building improvements, computers, upgrades to the
athletic complex, and other purposes. These numbers are in addition
to $94,000 in scholarships providTHORP PROFESSOR: Ron Dufour, professor of history, is named the Mary Tucker
ed by the Alumni Association.
Thorp Professor for 2006-07 at Opening Convocation. Making the announcement is
On Oct. 20, the RIC Foundation
last year’s Thorp Professor, Maureen Reddy, professor of English.
will take ownership of a one-third
interest, along with Roger Williams
Nazarian said the College is
University and the Wentworth Ingree,” Nazarian said.
adopting a series of steps that
stitute of Technology, of the cruise
There is still more to be done
will enable it to maintain current
ship M/V Niagara Prince. Donated
to strengthen student retention,
service levels as much as posby shipbuilder Luther Blount of
according to Nazarian. He noted
sible. The key is not filling vacant
Warren, it will soon be up for sale,
that a survey of full-time students
positions, he said. Though he
making it one of the larger gifts in
who did not return to the College
noted that many areas are already
the College’s history.
in 2004 showed majorities citing
short-handed, “this institution is
Two awards were presented durunhelpful or discourteous College
successful because everyone pulls
ing
Opening Convocation. Ron
employees, an unwelcoming envitogether and gets the job done.”
Dufour, professor of history, reronment, and the perception that
The College’s Budget Task
ceived the 2006-07 Mary Tucker
the students were not important to
Force will work to identify addiThorp Professorship, which is
the College as reasons for leaving.
tional opportunities for reducing
given to full professors for outThough understaffing, shortage
expenditures. In addition, budget
standing teaching and recognized
of resources and other factors can
control software is being used to
excellence in scholarship, creativmake jobs stressful, “It is our retrack expenditures more efficiently ity and/or public service.
sponsibility to smile, to reach out,
and avoid overspending.
Don Tencher, director of athletand to be welcoming, helpful, and
“Clearly, we have our work
ics, intramurals, and recreation at
considerate,” stated Nazarian.
cut out for us,” Nazarian said.
RIC, was named the 2006 Division
To enhance communications
“The entire College community
III GeneralSports Turf Systems
with current and prospective stumust continue to work together to
Athletic Director of the Year for
dents and their parents, a new,
control costs and to advocate for
the Northeast Region. Tencher also
web-based question-and-answer
Rhode Island College at every op- received the award in 2001.
service called ASKRIC was esportunity.”
As the meeting came to a close,
tablished in June. The service has
On the plus side, the state’s
Nazarian had encouraging words
received nearly 200 inquiries on
special appropriation for the main- for the faculty and staff.
topics as varied as computer retenance of campus facilities and
quirements to what size sheets are
“We face challenges, but we
infrastructure, Asset Protection,
needed to fit the beds at the resihave
faced many challenges behas been restored by the General
dence halls.
fore,”
he said. “Working together,
Assembly for the second year in
we have always gotten through.
In the area of enrollment, the
a row. With just over $1.7 million
This year will be no different. The
overall numbers are trending high- in funds available this year, the
er, but with registration continuing College plans fire safety upgrades, faculty and staff of Rhode Island
College are exceptionally talented
through Sept. 19, the final total is
carpeting and floor replacements,
undetermined.
HVAC improvements, and the con- and we genuinely care for one
another, for our students, and for
The College saw an all-time
tinuation of a multi-year program
record number of applications
to expand and reconstruct the park- what this institution stands for: academic excellence and educational
– 4,865 – and also the largest num- ing lots.
opportunity.”
ber of applicants to its preparatory
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RIC professor says: “Jog your
brain” and get creative
BY

Anthony Rebello ’07
Staff Writer
Stephen Ramocki, a marketing professor at RIC, explores
the idea that aerobic exercise can
spark creativity in college students.
Students, have you ever tried to
write a paper for a class and nothing comes to mind?
Do you ever feel that no matter
what you do, you cannot get the
ideas in your head onto your paper
or computer?
One RIC professor has studied
an equation that gives frustrated
college students hope: exercise =
creativity.
Stephen Ramocki, marketing
professor, is a firm believer that
there are more benefits to aerobic
exercise than just improved health.
In a study he
conducted
in 2005, Ramocki found
that aerobic
exercise has
the potential
to immediately spark creative output
and for hours
afterwards.
STEPHEN RAMOCKI
The effect
of aerobic exercise on some physiological functions has been extensively studied,
but its affect on mental processes,
more specifically creativity, has
only recently been addressed.
Ramocki, who has exercised regularly for the past 30 years, felt that
more needed to be studied about
the possible link between exercise
and creativity.
“I have always heard of self-reports of the runners high phenomenon and I have experienced it often
myself; ideas started to flow when
3 to 4 miles into a run,” he said.
The study, which was conducted
in the Recreation Center at the
College, involved the participation of 60 students, 30 men and 30
women, ranging in age from 1827. In a pre-study questionnaire,
each of the participants reported
being physically fit.
“The reason for choosing fit
students was the health and safety
factor primarily,” Ramocki said.
“It would have been interesting to
see if the same effects occurred for
couch potatoes, but we obviously
couldn’t take the chance of someone literally dying,” he added.
The study consisted of three
regimens in which the participants
completed 30 minutes of aerobic
exercise, followed by one of two
figural forms tests from the Torrance Test of Creative
Thinking. The tests require participants to draw lines to add to a
single shape, or complete a picture,
and to draw as many pictures as
possible using a single shape. The

tests were scored for fluency, flexibility and originality.
Two versions from the Torrance
test were given to the participants
after they completed each regimen. Regimen A had the students
complete the test without any prior
exercise that day. In regimen B, the
test was completed immediately
after 30 minutes of exercise. In
regimen C, the test was completed
two hours after exercise. Students
were allowed to lift weights, if they
chose, for the first 15 minutes, with
the remaining time devoted strictly
to aerobic exercises of bicycling,
running, fast walking, swimming,
or any exercise that raises the heart
rate. The order of the tests was
randomized (i.e. ABC, ACB, BAC,
etc.) to wipe out any “learning effects” that could develop.
Ramocki explored two objectives. The first was to determine
the effects of aerobic exercise on
creative potential, and the second
to show if there were any lasting
effects of aerobic exercise on creative potential. As a result, he formulated three hypotheses: 1. Completion of aerobic exercise will increase creative potential more than
if no exercise was done. 2. Creative
potential will be greater two hours
after exercise is completed than
if no exercise was done. 3. There
will be no significant difference
in creative potential immediately
after exercise is completed and two
hours after.
Hypotheses 1 and 2 were strongly supported in the results after
testing. Creative output was greater
both immediately and two hours
after exercise as compared to no
exercise. Hypothesis 3, which was
a comparison of the effects from
hypotheses 1 and 2, proved that
there was no statistical difference
in the creativity measure if a student completed the test immediately after exercise, or two hours later.
The findings produced in this
study open doors to future discussion and evaluation of the effects
of aerobic exercise on creative
potential, Ramocki said. Ramocki
teaches a class on marketing creativity, and gives extra credit to his
students who participate in a fitness
program that he and John Taylor,
assistant director for the recreation
department, have been conducting
for seven years.
Ramocki said he has no plans
to further his research, but it has
given more insight as to why cognitive thinking capacities are enhanced through exercise.
“This is the responsibility of the
neurologists, of course, to lead the
way explanation wise,” Ramocki
said.
As research shows, if you can
find a little down time, and you
need to find a way to get your
thought process jump-started, ride
a bike, go for a jog, walk, or join a
gym.
You won’t only receive healthy
results, but it may help you get better grades.

SPEECH
Continued from p 12
he’d say, “Did the teacher give you
any homework?” and if the teacher
hadn’t, he’d say, “Assign yourself
some.”
Don’t ask when there are all these
problems in the world and your
state and your community that need
to be fixed, “Why doesn’t somebody do something?” Ask “Why
can’t I do something, how can I do
something?” and then figure out
what your resources are and what
your talents are, and make a difference. Hard work, initiative, and persistence are still the non-magic carpets for success, and this country’s
fabric of family and community is
going to be rewoven because each
of us just determines that we are going to rebuild a safe place for all of
our children.
I hope you’ll never work just for
money. Money alone is not going
to save your soul or build a decent
family or help you sleep at night.
We’re the richest nation on earth;
we have the most people incarcerated of any nation in the world;
drug addiction is rampant, and child
poverty rates in our nation are absolutely unacceptable. Don’t ever
confuse wealth or fame with character, and don’t tolerate or condone
moral corruption whether it’s found
in high or low places, whatever its
color or class.
It is not okay to push or to use
drugs, even if everybody you know
is doing it. It is not okay to lie and
cheat. Be honest, and demand that
those who represent us in office be
honest. And don’t ever confuse morality with legality.
Dr. King once noted that everything Hitler did in Nazi Germany
was legal, but it was not right. And
today we have leaders who are voting tax cuts for millionaires and billionaires while child poverty is increasing. We’ve got two costly wars
in Iraq and Afghanistan. We’ve got
the largest trade and budget deficits
in history, and we’re cutting safety
net programs for working families,
for health care. It may be legal but
it’s not right. Speak up against it.
Last two…last two points: Please
don’t be afraid of taking risks or
being criticized. If you don’t want
to be criticized, don’t say anything,
don’t do anything, and don’t be

anything.
Final lesson is, for goodness sake,
hang in with life, and never think
that life is not worth living or that
you can’t make a difference. Never
give up. I don’t care how hard it
gets, and it’s going to get very hard
sometimes. But there’s an old proverb that says, when you get to your
wit’s end, that’s where God lives.
Harriet Beecher Stowe said that
“when you get into a tight place and
everything goes against you, ’til it
seems as though you can no longer
hang on a minute longer, never give
up then, for that is just the place and
the time that the tide will turn.”
Hang in with life, graduates. Continue to build on the struggle and
achievement that you’ve made. And
always commit yourself to making a
difference, and don’t think you have
to be a big dog to make a difference.
My role model was a brilliant but
illiterate slave woman named Sojourner Truth, who could not stand
slavery or second class treatment of
women, and when it was a hopeless
cause to speak out against slavery
or mistreatment of women, she did
it – day in and day out. And one day
when she was speaking out against
slavery an old man stood up in the
audience and heckled her. He said,
“I don’t care any more about your
anti-slavery talk than for an old
flea bite.” And she snapped back at
him and said, “That’s all right, the
Lord willing, I’m going to keep you
scratching.”
We’ve got a lot of big problems
and injustices in our world, but
don’t believe you can’t make a difference. You don’t need to be a big
dog, though we need transforming
change. Enough fleas biting strategically – with our votes, with our
voices, with our daily commitment
to accountability by our public and
other officials, can make the biggest
dog and the most arrogant politician
responsive, so I hope today, that we
will go forth absolutely committed
to building a massive “flea corps”
for justice for children, and that
you will be a part of transforming
our great nation and helping us live
up to the values we espouse. What
good will it do for us to have the
most millionaires and billionaires
and the biggest military arsenals,
and we lose our future because
we did not have the sense and the
decency to save all of our children
who are sacred in God’s sight. Godspeed!

NEW SEMESTER, NEW CLOTHES: A student shops for RIC attire at the campus store.
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RIC’s new INGO Studies program takes global approach to local
culture
BY

Alison Strandberg
Staff Writer

R

hode Island may be the
smallest state in the union
but it is large with cultural
diversity. The need for bilingual
and skilled workers is rapidly increasing in and beyond the state
as international non-governmental
organizations (INGOs) continue to
expand. INGOs are non-profit organizations such as the International
Red Cross or CARE International
that operate throughout the world.
RIC was recently awarded a
grant that will let its diverse student
body turn its ethnic richness into
good for the greater world – and
help students gain employment
after graduation. The U.S. Department of Education has awarded the
College a two-year grant to develop
an academic minor and certificate
program in INGO Studies within
the Faculty of Arts and Sciences.
Given the large Portuguese and
French language communities in
Rhode Island and southern New
England, the program focuses on
heritage learners whose origins
are based in Lusophone (Portuguese speaking) and Francophone
(French speaking) countries in
West Africa, the European Union,
and the Americas.
Heritage learners are students
who are no longer proficient in the
native language of their parents or
grandparents/great grandparents,
but are interested in learning it and
re-establishing the link to their cultural heritage.
Gale Goodwin Gomez, co-director of INGO Studies and professor
of anthropology, said of the new
program, “We have such tremendous diversity in Rhode Island. We
want to help students reconnect to
their heritage.”
The new program will allow
students to minor or receive a certificate in INGO Studies. The minor
will be a cross-disciplinary program with courses in political science, sociology, history, languages,

and three newly developed courses
as well.
Students who are interested in
earning the certificate will take
the same type of courses but will
need to prove they are proficient in
either French or Portuguese via a
proficiency test.
Certificate seeking students must
be fluent because that program
includes a three-week or longer
internship at an INGO. To ensure
that students have ideal internship
locations, RIC faculty have been
working on relationships with INGOs and universities in countries
where either French or Portuguese
is spoken.
Peter Karibe Mendy, co-director
of the INGOS Program and associate professor of history, said that
the internship will “increase students’ employment opportunities,
especially those who are interested
in working abroad or with U.S.based transnational organizations.”
Mendy also believes the language
immersion will increase the students’ fluency.
Richard Weiner, dean of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences, was the
architect of the successful grant
proposal. He said the internships
will make students more marketable. “This will be a program that
will give the students experiences
in working for organizations that
do hire people,” said Weiner.
“These kinds of internships are
looked on very positively by corporations and non-profit organizations.”
Many students had come to
Weiner over the years seeking
guidance about international careers. As Weiner’s teaching has
become more focused on globalization, he became increasingly
aware of how many large INGOs
there were. He also realized many
students didn’t know what these
organizations were and therefore
never interned with them.
In 2004, Weiner came across
a U.S. Department of Education

CO-DIRECTORS: RIC faculty members Gale Goodwin Gomez and Peter Karibe Mendy
will lead the new INGO Studies program at RIC.

grant and put together a detailed
proposal hoping to gain funding
for an INGO Studies program. In
the summer of 2005, RIC received
word that they didn’t get the grant
but Weiner did receive comments
by grant reviewers. They strongly
supported the College resubmitting
the proposal but with some changes – mainly focusing the program
on heritage learners
Although he had planned to
wait until the following year to
resubmit the grant, Weiner realized he had a real shot at winning
the grant but only two weeks to
put the new proposal together. He
called on Goodwin Gomez and
Mendy to join him, and the newly
formed team revised and resubmitted the grant proposal on time. The
hard work and persistence paid
off when the team learned the proposal had been accepted in April of
this year.
When students complete the
INGO Studies program, they will
be prepared to work at non-profit
organizations. “We are trying to
provide an opportunity for students
to become involved in the larger
world and be able to find a job,”

said Goodwin Gomez.
The program will expose heritage students to higher educational
opportunities. The students will
gain in-depth knowledge of their
native languages and cultures. At
the same time, the program will expose students to career choices and
graduate school opportunities in
internationally oriented fields.
There is also funding in the grant
to bring speakers from abroad to
run workshops with teachers and
members of the heritage communities in Rhode Island. These events
will aim to raise awareness of foreign language education and issues
related to INGOs and globalization.
The total budgeted cost for the
first two years of the project is
$275,194 with 50 percent coming
from federal funds. Goodwin Gomez and Mendy will use the grant
to set up the program this fall.
They hope students will be able to
begin taking courses in spring of
2007.
“This will bring attention to
international opportunities for students that can relate to future jobs,”
said Weiner.

CINCO DE MAYO DAY PLAY:
Students of Spanish from the Dept.
of Modern Languages present the
play Los esclavos (The Slaves) at
Gaige auditorium to an audience
of more than 200 high school
students on May 5. Drawing from
the vitality and ideology associated with the Cinco de Mayo, Los
esclavos emphasized the victory
of the human spirit over man’s
oppression. The performance was
directed by Jhomphy Ventura.
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Nobel laureate Dudley Herschbach to lecture at RIC Sept. 28
Dudley Herschbach, a Nobel
laureate and Baird professor of science at Harvard University, will
explore the subject of science literacy and its relation to other aspects
of human culture in a presentation
at Rhode Island College. Herschbach’s, lecture, “The Impossible
Takes a Little Longer,” will be held
on Sept. 28 at 7 p.m. in Alger Hall,
room 110.
Herschbach, who will reflect
on his experiences in scientific
research and science education,
has been a member of the Harvard
chemistry faculty since 1963 and is
currently working to improve K-12
science education and public understanding of science.
Author of over 400 papers,
Herschbach is a fellow of the
American Academy of Arts and
Sciences, the National Academy of
Sciences, the American Philosophical Society, and the Royal Chemi-

cal Society of Great Britain.
Among his numerous awards
are the Pure Chemistry Prize of
the American Chemical Society
(1965), the Linus Pauling Medal
(1978), the Michael Polanyi Medal
(1981), the Irving Langmuir Prize
of the American Physical Society
(1983), the Nobel Prize in Chemistry (jointly with Yuan T. Lee
and John C. Polanyi) (1986), the
National Medal of Science (1991),
the Sierra Nevada Distinguished
Chemist Award (1993), and the
William Walker Prize (1994).
In his efforts to improve public
understanding of science, Herschbach serves as chair of the Board
of Trustees of Science Service,
which publishes Science News, and
conducts both the Intel Science
Talent Search and the Intel International Science and Engineering
Fair.
In 1998, he was named by Chem-

ical Engineering News as one of 75
leading contributors to the chemical enterprise in the past 75 years.
Herschbach, who was born in
San Jose, Calif., received a BS
degree in mathematics and MS in
chemistry at Stanford University,
followed by an AM in physics and
a PhD in chemical physics at Harvard.
After a term as junior fellow in
the Society of Fellows at Harvard,
he joined the chemical faculty
at the University of California,
Berkeley before returning to Harvard, where he has been the Frank
B. Baird, Jr. professor of science
since 1976.
This lecture is part of the physical sciences seminar series at RIC,
and is sponsored by the Physical
Sciences Club, the Physical Sciences Department, the College
Committee on Lectures, the Office
for Research and Grants Admin-

DUDLEY HERSCHBACH
istration, the Faculty of Arts and
Sciences, and the Feinstein School
of Education and Human Development.

New Construction
Steady progress is being made on building the 367-bed residence hall on Sixth Ave., shown below left on Sept. 2.
At right is a preliminary rendering of the hall, which will be the largest structure on campus when it opens in
the fall of 2007.

Burrill Scholarship awarded to Mary Langlois
RIC student Mary Langlois received the first
Billie Ann Burrill Scholarship for 2006 summer
dance study. The $1,000 scholarship – two of
which will be available each summer for RIC
dance students – is given to those interested in
studying at major American summer dance festivals.
Langlois recently returned from attending the
American Dance Festival
in Durham, N.C., which is
associated with Duke University.
The six-week session
provides an intensive immersion in dance and the
culture of the performing
MARY LANGLOIS arts world. Langlois took
classes in technique, improvisation and composition, and then at night
watched guest dance companies perform.

She said she learned a lot at the festival.
“Dance comes in all shapes and forms and there
are no boundaries,” said Langlois. “It is constantly evolving and changing, mixing two or
more styles of dance to create a totally new and
unheard of style. Dance is not a hobby or a job,
it’s a way of life and I can confidently say that I
want to live that type of life and bring as many
people into it as I can.”
Langlois has been successful in securing roles
by audition in work by guest choreographers,
and has recently begun to focus on creating
original work of her own.
The scholarship, which is primarily for returning sophomores and juniors, was given to
Langlois, a senior, because she has been a very
active member of the dance program and will
serve as a RIC Dance Company student codirector for a second time in the 2006-07 academic year.
“She is a passionate advocate for dance and

the RIC dance program,” said Dante Del Giudice ’79, director of dance at RIC.
Billie Ann Burrill, associate professor emerita of
health and physical education at RIC, said she is offering the scholarship because the American Dance
Festival is “one of the
foremost contemporary
summer schools.” Burrill, who was a production
stage manager at the fesBILLIE ANN
tival for seven summers,
BURRILL HD ’05 called it “a forerunner of
contemporary dance.”
During her tenure a RIC, which began in
1954, Burrill was an educator, coach, sports
administrator, and director of the College’s Performing Arts Series. She retired from RIC in
1980.
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Diversity
Festival,
Diversity
Week
coming
to RIC
Diversity Festival
at RIC will be highlighted by a performance and lecture by
Magdalen Hsu-Li,
MAGDALEN HSU-LI
an internationally
acclaimed singer-songwriter, painter, and cultural activist. Hsu-li will
appear on the RIC quad at 12:30 p.m. on Sept. 27. The festival will also
feature several student groups and community-based organizations that
will publicize important diversity related issues.
The following week, from Oct. 2-6, Diversity Week will take center
stage at the College.
“Many faculty use Diversity Week as an opportunity to highlight special topics in their classes,” said Aaron Bruce, director of The Unity Center. “Some open up their classrooms to the campus community so we can
all learn and benefit from the beauty of diversity. Other faculty support
diversity week by encouraging students to attend various events around
campus,” he added.
Among the many diversity week events:
• A lecture and discussion by former RIC professor Amritjit Singh
titled “What I learned about Racism from White Students.”
• The Access Challenge, in which students, faculty and staff have a
chance to experience the RIC campus in a wheelchair.
• The Media That Matters Film Shorts, a collection of short films produced by high schools around the world.
• Exploring the Native American Heritage of Latinos, a program that
examines the history, art, life ways, spirituality and outstanding leaders
of the indigenous peoples of Central and South America and the Caribbean. Also to be discussed are such current issues such as the War on
Drugs, the School of the Americas and so-called “illegal aliens.”
For more information and a full calendar of events, visit ww.ric.edu/
unitycenter, email abruce@ric.edu, or call 401-456-8791.

RIC honors Hope High
School educators and
alums in special ceremony
The once floundering Providence high school is now meeting
high standards. Its three principals
and over 40 faculty members are
graduates of Rhode Island College. RIC has dedicated its latest
alumni magazine to Hope and
presented copies to all members of
the school.
The newest edition of Rhode
Island College’s alumni magazine
contains a cover story that is filled
with hope for Hope.
The story details the comeback
and progress of the Providence high
school and of Hope’s new relationship with the 153-year-old College.

ian and other administrators from
the College presented a copy of the
alumni publication to all faculty,
staff and students in recognition of
their efforts, dedication and hope
for the future success of the school.
In February, Rhode Island College formed a partnership with
Hope to provide professional development and graduate coursework
for Hope teachers, support in curricular and instructional improvement
efforts at the high school, and help
for students who aspire to higher
education. RIC has also developed
two courses for parents of Hope
students through its Outreach Pro-

HOPE AT HOPE: The faculty of Hope High School in Providence meet Sept. 6 in the
auditorium at the school to receive a copy of the latest RIC alumni magazine, which
highlights Hope’s recent resurgence and the new relationship between RIC and the
high school.
grams services.
At the helm, are the three princiClasses, workshops and programs
pals of Hope – Wayne Montague,
developed
from the RIC partnership
Arthur Petrosinelli, and Scott
have
had
encouraging
results thus
Sutherland, each of whom is a RIC
far.
graduate – and has credited RIC as
“Just as we at RIC are proud
essential to his success as an educaof
our
alums who are now Hope’s
tor and an important influence in
principals
and faculty, we are hopthe resurgence of the high school.
ing
that
this
magazine will be an
Also, more than 40 of Hope’s facincentive for students to be proud
ulty members are graduates of the
of their accomplishments and purCollege.
sue higher education,” said Ellie
On Sept. 6, in the auditorium at
O’Neill, director of alumni affairs at
Hope, RIC President John NazarRIC.”

Among those at the event were (left to right) Micah Fierstein, RIC assistant professor; Mark Kravatz, Hope liaison; Ellie O’Neill, RIC director of alumni affairs; Wayne
Montague ’82, MEd ’85, Hope principal; John Nazarian (front), RIC president; Nicholas
Donohue, special master at Hope; Frances Gallo ‘71, deputy superintendent of Providence Public Schools; Scott Sutherland ’91, Hope principal; and Arthur Petrosinelli ’87,
Hope principal.
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HOMECOMING WEEK
Monday, Sept. 25
Alumni Association sponsors the Helen Lombardi ’40 Memorial
Golf Tournament at Cranston Country Club at 1 p.m.
Call Alumni Office at 456–8086 for information
Thursday, Sept. 28
5–8 p.m.
Adams Library. Rare Book Sale–Fortes Room. Proceeds to benefit
the Friends of Adams Library and/or the Sally Wilson Fund.

ALL WEEKEND
Larry Shue’s play, The Foreigner directed by
Jamie Taylor, associate professor of theatre.
Performances in Forman Theatre, Nazarian Center for the Performing
Arts by students in the department of music, theatre, and dance.
Performances are Saturday and Sunday at 2 p.m. and Wednesday,
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday evenings, Sept.27 through Oct. 1 at 8 p.m.
Tickets $14. Call Box Office at 401–456–8144 for ticket information.

10:15 a.m.
Admissions Office
Information session. lumni Lounge, Roberts Hall
For high school students, followed by tour
Call Admissions office to register: 401–456–8234
11 a.m.
Women’s Tennis
RIC vs. Bridgewater State Tennis Courts
10–11 a.m. RIC ORBITAL: International, Multinational, Transnational
Alger Hall 110. Richard Weiner, dean of the faculty of arts and
science, will lead a discussion on academic programs that open
doors to employment possibilities in a global economy.
Participants: Gail Goodwin Gomez. professor of anthropology,
Peter Mendy, professor of history, and Ridgway Shinn,
professor emeritus of history will join Dean Weiner.
11 a.m. ’Home’ to Ireland via an English Department
Alger Hall 242. Maureen Reddy, professor of English and Women’s Studies
and the Mary Tucker Thorp College Professor for 2005–06, addresses the
connection among the rise of theory in English Studies, with her own
working class background and her current work on Irish popular culture.

FRIDAY, SEPT. 29
5 p.m.
Class of 1957
kicks–off their Golden Anniversary Celebration
President’s House Separate invitation mailed to class members
5 p.m.
Alumni Softball Game
Dayna Bazar Softball Complex. Barbecue following game
5:30–7:30 p.m. Class of 1966
celebrates their 40th reunion on campus
Separate invitation mailed to class members

10–11:30 a.m. Children’s Activities Fair
Outdoors next to soccer field. Crafts, games, and fun–appropriate for
children 3–8 years old. Sponsored by the RIC Cooperative Preschool.
11:30 a.m.
7th Annual Homecoming Parade
Tent area. Meet the homecoming grand marshall (student
to be chosen). Monetary prizes based on published
criteria. Sponsored by OASIS; Student Union.

5:30–8 p.m.
Shinn Study Abroad Reunion
Alumni Lounge, Roberts Hall. Separate invitation mailed to Shinn alumni

Noon–1:30 p.m. Barbecue
No charge if you pre–register. Next to the Soccer Field.
Join us for an old fashioned cookout. Great occasion
to socialize. Entertainment during lunch.

6 p.m.
Alumni Men’s Soccer Game
Soccer Field. Barbecue following game

12:30 p.m.
Women’s Volleyball
RIC vs. Framingham State Murray Center

6:30 p.m.
Class of 1961
celebrates their 45th reunion
Faculty Center Separate invitation mailed to class members

1 p.m.
RIC Chorus and Wind Ensemble Performance
Sapinsley Hall, Nazarian Center for the Performing Arts.
Under the direction of Teresa Coffman and Rob Franzblau,
assistant professors of music, theatre, and dance. More
than 60 students will perform selections.

6–8 p.m.
Young Alumni Event
Trinity Brewhouse
186 Fountain Street, Providence
Get–together with graduates from the past decade to
socialize and network. Pre–registration encouraged

SATURDAY, SEPT. 30
Visit the Homecoming tent next to soccer field for updates on events,
to pick up reserved barbecue tickets, and to register for the free raffle
9 a.m.
5K Run
Report to Recreation Center. Registration opens at 8 a.m. at Recreation
Center. Registered runners report by 8:45 a.m. Cash prizes. All entries
receive homecoming shirt. Visit www.ric.edu for reistration form.
9 a.m.
All–Little East Conference
Presentation of the 2006 Softball Awards. Dayna A. Bazar Softball Complex
Followed by Women’s Softball vs. Franklin Pierce, St. Anselm’s, and Stonehill
9-11 a.m.
Rhode Island College Education Alumni Inaugural Event
Student Union Ballroom. This newly formed group will provide
professional and networking opportunities for education alumni and
will offer future forums on current issues and topics in education.
Marilyn Cochran-Smith, John E. Cawthorne Millennium Professor
of Teacher Education for Urban Schools in the Lynch School of
Education at Boston College, will address the group on the topic of
teaching for social justice. Continental breakfast will be served.
9–Noon
Nursing Alumni
6th Annual Reunion Breakfast. Fogarty Life Science
Nursing graduates invited back to campus to celebrate our School
of Nursing. Earn CEUs while networking. Visit the “Teddy Bear Clinic,”
Informal sharing time and professional updates. Refreshments served.
9:30–10:30 a.m. Student–Athlete Parents’ Breakfast
Murray Center
9:45 a.m.

Tour of Alger Hall, home of School of Management

1:00 p.m.
Just for the Fun of It
Magician Keith Michael Johnson Children’s Tent
1 p.m.
Women’s Varsity Soccer team
RIC vs. UMass Dartmouth Soccer Field
Little East Conference. No admission charge
10 a.m.–2 p.m. Crafts Under the Tent–
Back this year–our popular craft display and sale. Alumni
and staff will offer selections of art, jewelry, painted glass,
and pottery for sale. Call Kathy Sasso at 456–8022 for
information on displays/sales, or email ksasso@ric.edu.
1:30 p.m.
“Mr. Simon Sez”
Homecoming Field. Bob Schaffer known world–wide as “Mr.
Simon Sez” challenges his audience to outwit and beat him.
Bob has won Entertainer of the Year Award from the National
Assoc. for Campus Activities. Appropriate for ALL ages.
1–2:30 p.m.
Especially for Parents - Alumni invited too.
Alger 110. Please join us after the barbecue. Research and Honors projects
that our students have created will be showcased. Learn about programs
offered for study at Colleges and Universities all over the US and the World.
2:15 p.m.

Dessert Under the Tent

5:30 p.m.

Athletic Reception, Murray Center

7 p.m.
8th Annual Athletic Hall of Fame
Induction & Dinner. Donovan Dining Center
Michael Enos ’89
William McCaughey ’67
Debbie Allen Paiva ’90
Anthony Rainone ’73

Cost: $40. Deadline for reservation is Sept. 20.
Call 401–456–8007 for information

10 a.m.
Alumni Baseball Game
Anchorman Field

DEDICATIONS

10 a.m.
Soccer Field

Alumni Women’s Soccer Game

10:30 a.m.
Renato Leonelli Room Dedication

10 a.m.
Murray Center

Alumni Volleyball Game

10–11:30 a.m. School of Social Work Open House
SSW Building. Join Dean Carol Bennett–Speight and faculty from SSW
for an informal gathering. Continental breakfast will be served.

Sharon Hall Galloway ’87
Lonnie Morris ’96
Ruth Harnois Plante ’84
Kim Smith Rondeau ’88

Alger Hall

11:00 a.m.
The Lambert Women Room Dedication
Alger Hall
Renee ’71, MEd. ’74, Pierrette ’72, and Jeanne ’75, MA ’81
11:30 a.m.
The Silvio Ed Tartaglia ’53 Gates
Soccer Field
Followed by viewing of the next phase of the Legacy Walk

R H O D E I S L A N D C O L L E G E A L U M N I A S S O C I AT I O N

Friday Sept. 29 and Saturday, Sept. 30

